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The Curling Chip       January-February, 2017 

 

FLICKERTAIL WOODCARVERS 

PO BOX 7473 
BISMARCK ND 585007-7473 

 

 

Among other things, the January-February 

newsletter contains the updated calendar and 

information on the spring chip carving class. 

Flickertail Woodcarvers meetings and Whittle 

Ins have had an excellent turnout of new and 

old members as well as visitors and guests. 

The Student Carving Class was a great 

success. Projects included Vince’s hammer 

and anvil, Bob P’s Welsh love spoon and the 

annual snow snake carving and a report on 

the races. The article on the annual Christmas 

party shows everyone had a good time. 

Carving Eric G’s ladybugs was fun and 

Larry’s Rolly Poly Bear is a classic.     

 

Diane Lehman Turck wrote most of the Whittle In articles; Thomas Turck, Diane 

Lehman Turck, Eric Gaasland, Doug Emerson and Dale Heglund contributed 

photographs for this newsletter. For questions or future articles send your info to 

Tom/Diane Turck at tdturck@bis.midco.net. Good Carving! Newsletter Team: Tom 

Turck_and Diane Lehman Turck__                                                    

           Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/flickertailwoodcarversnd/   

                                             Pintress - https://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwood/ 

     
Flickertail Woodcarver projects are supported in part by grants from the 

North Dakota Council on the Arts, which receives funding from the state 

legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts. They are also 

supported by grants from Dakota West Arts Council and Montana 

Dakota Resources Group. 

mailto:tdturck@bis.midco.net
https://www.facebook.com/flickertailwoodcarversnd/
https://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwood/
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Event Calendar 
Meetings and Whittle-Ins are held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Bismarck 

Summer – June, July and August at Sertoma Park, Shelter #4 

www.flickertail.org 

 

 
1st and 3rd Thursday = carving at Bismarck Edgewood Vista from 2-4 PM 

 

 

March 21, 2017  Tuesday, Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Ron Holtz, TBD 

 

April 1, 2017    Saturday, Monthly meeting 8:30–10:30 AM 

    Deb Emerson painting class  

 

April 18, 2017   Tuesday, Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Becky Weisgerber, mushroom 

 

April 7-9, 2017   Fargo Carving Show 

 

May 6, 2017  CHANGE IN PLAN We will shift the standard meeting place at the 

Church to Bob and Karen Pedigo’s home who are hosting the chip 

carving class by Janet Jackson. This meeting will provide club 

members and opportunity to see what a 3-day class offers.Time 

tba 

 

May 5-7, 2017 Featured Artist - 

Chip Carving Class by Janet Jenson.   

http://www.flickertail.org/
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Doug Emerson is coordinating the event.  Sign-up details will be 

listed in the Winter 2016/2017 Flickertail newsletter. 

May 16, 2017   Tuesday, Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Warren Schlecht, TBD 

 

June 23-25, 2017  Wahpeton Carving Weekend 

    See March 20th E-Mailing from Dale  

 

Please send in any future event info to Doug Emerson or Dale Heglund. 

 

 

Past Events 
 

     

August 6 & 7, 2016  Capital Art Affair, carving demo,  

    Bob Pedigo coordinator. 

 

August 16, 2016  Whittle-In, Sertoma Park, shelter 4, 5-8 PM 

Grill and Potluck – Public is invited 

 

August 21, 2016  Corn Feed at Buckstop, Junction, carving demo, 

    Bob Ferderer Coordinator 

 

September 3, 2016  Monthly meeting 9-11 AM 

    Project by Bob  Ferderer, TBD 

 

September 20, 2016 Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Perry Cook 

 

September 24 and 25 Apple Fest at Buckstop Junction, carving demos, 

    Dale Heglund coordinator 

 

September 27 – Oct 1 Hostfest, Minot – Carving Classes 

 

October 1, 2016  Monthly meeting 9–11 AM 

    Project by Clara Yonker, fish 

 

October 8-9, 2016   Flickertail Woodcarving Show 

    47th Annual Show 

Bismarck Public Schools Career Academy 

    Feature Carver, Oct 6-9, 2016 will be Rick Jensen 

    Project = a whimsical cottonwood bark mushroom 

    Non-Carving Class – Pine needle basket  

Weekend Carver – Bob Pedigo – fish spearing decoy 
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October 18, 2016  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Larry Graf 

 

October ??, 2016   Saskatoon 

 

November 5, 2016  Monthly meeting 9-11 AM 

    Project by Mike Knudson 

 

November 15, 2016  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Marlene Moser 

     

December 3, 2016  Monthly meeting 9-11 AM 

    Project by Tom and Diane Turck 

 

December 5, 2016 Christmas Party, potluck dinner – Diane Turck and Michelle 

Collins Coordinators – rescheduled for January 13, 2017 

 

December 15, 2016  Christmas carving at the Edgewood Vista – 2-4 PM, contact Ron 

Holtz 

 

December 20, 2016  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

Project by Doug Smith, Christmas Ornament – bark carving – 

switched to snow snakes by Doug Emerson 

January 7, 2017  Monthly meeting 8:30–10:30 AM 

    Project by Vince Bitz, Anvil and Hammer 

 

January 13, 2017  Winter Celebration – Potluck Dinner 

    Michelle and Diane are the event coordinators 

 

January 17, 2017  Tuesday, Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Doug Emerson, snow snakes  

 

February 4, 2017  Annual Meeting – 8:30–10:30 AM 

Nominations for Treasurer, Physical Property Chair and Program 

Chair 

    Project by Bob Pedigo, love spoon 

 

February 21, 2017  Tuesday, Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Eric Gaasland, lady bug 

 

March 4, 2017   Saturday, Monthly meeting 8:30–10:30 AM 

    Project by Doug Emerson, memory hearts 
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************************************ 
 

 

Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers 

January 7
th

, 2017, Trinity Lutheran Church 

Dale opened the meeting after Mattie Hjelseth, a reporter from KFYR left.  There 

is a short profile of her visit in the last newsletter.  It was a pleasure to have her 

see, watch and even participate in a Flickertails Whittle-In.  Her interview 

technique and questions were professional, knowledgeable and her manner put 

everyone at their ease.   

Secretary’s Report: Diane gave a summary of December’s notes.  The meeting 

was short.  Members of the choir for the Christmas Program at church needed to 

practice.  Perry moved the notes be approved.    

Treasurer’s Report: Warren reported that we have $5,197 in our account.  Checks 

for $50 each will be cut for the principal instructors of each of the classes taught to 

the students/new members.  The money was for materials etc.  The principal 

teachers and their assistants were to work out any division of the $50 between 

themselves.  Those checks will amount to $550, so there will be $4,647 left in the 

account.   

It’s that time of year.  Warren is looking for someone to audit the books.  It doesn’t 

take much time. 

Perry moved and Tom seconded the report.  

Dale has applied for a Grant from DWRA for $1800.  He is requesting that 

someone go to the banquet at the Heritage Center on January 25
th
 to stand in for 

him as he will not be available to attend. 

Show and Tell: There was a table of snakes from carvers who had taken some 

home from the last meeting.  We will be carving them at the next meeting as well 

to make sure we have enough for both classes.  Most are uniquely fashioned, and 

the children can add even more imagination with paint.   
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Eric G brought 3 little elvish beings and a couple more lady bugs. 

Tom brought an attractively stained reindeer.  He found the pattern to make it on 

You Tube. 

Eric T is working on a cottonwood bark carving of a man high in a tree with an 

interested bear down below.   

Dale had various items laid out on one of the tables to show Mattie the types of 

carving that we do such as Christmas ornaments, a bear’s head, small carvings, a 

diamond willow stick, and Dala figurines.  He used some examples of hearts and 

snakes to lead into a discussion on Flickertail community projects.  Dale also had 

samples of feathers in various stages of carving and items colored in chalk paint.   

Edgewood Vista: Carvers are meeting to carve with residents at Edgewood Vista 

in their Activity Center from 2-4 on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursday s of each month.  

Some of the carvers participating are Ron Holtz, Larry Graf and Doug Emerson.  

Coming dates are March 2
nd 

and 16
th

, and April 6
th
 and 20

th
. 

Class Events:   

Spring Class:  May 5
th

,
 
6

th   
and 7

th
, 2017 Jan Jensen will do a chip carving class for 

us.  You will be able to pick your own project.  She taught some classes in Texas 

that Alvin attended over last winter season.  His beautiful jewelry box is a result of 

her instruction.  Final arrangements for our class still need to be made.  More 

details will be available when the January newsletter comes out.  You will be able 

to sign up at that time.  

 

Fall Class:  At our Annual Show Josh Guge, Bob Guge’s son, will hold a habitat 

class.  He will be teaching how to create rocks, leaves and branches using various 

materials and adherents such as epoxy and solder. 

 

Spring 2018 Class:  Pat Moore could not be our teacher for the Spring 2018 Class, 

so Doug E contacted Floyd Rhadigan.  He is the 2016 Woodcarver of the Year and 

the President of the Caricature Carvers of America.  Students will be able to 

choose one of 6 blanks to carve. 
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Winter Celebration:  Just a reminder to come to Friday the 13
th

 Winter 

Celebration at Dale and Jen’s house.   

Elections: Elections for Treasurer, Physical Property Chair and Program Chair will 

be held at the February meeting.  Warren, Vince and Doug E have agreed that they 

are willing to retain these respective positions, however if anyone else is interested 

please let one of the Election Committee (Perry, Eric G or Diane) know.  Eric will 

print ballots for the election.   

Reminder: to pay dues to Doug Smith.  Dues are $15.00 for an individual and 

$25.00 for a family membership. 

Student Carving Class: Went from October to December 20
th

.  Snow storms 

forced cancellations of some classes; however, they were rescheduled. New 

members have already integrated into the group for the most part, which is 

wonderful.  We would appreciate any follow-up. Suggestions or comments from 

the students, teachers or assistants should go to Doug E, Bob P or Eric G to help 

formulate next year’s class.  Discussion was begun about creating Certificates for 

class participants.  Vince thinks he still has his for an example.  

Annual Woodcarver’s Show:  General consensus is to have a room at the 

Comfort Inn on Friday for a Pot Luck Dinner.  Karen and Bonnie will head the 

organization for the event. 

 

We had good comments about the Saturday Dinner Shelly arranged at the Radisson 

last year.   

 

Memory Hearts: are getting low.  If you have time, please consider making a few. 

 

Snow snakes:  are available to take home to carve in preparation for next meeting. 

 

Property:  Vince reports everything is in order.  Any property or tool can be 

signed out for one month.  Unless someone else wants the borrowed item, your 

request can be renewed for another month. 
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Library:  Eric G reports everything is in order.  Any book or magazine can be 

signed out for three months.  Unless someone else wants the borrowed item, your 

request can be renewed. 

 

Anyone having information for the newsletter, email it to Tom Turck at 

tdturck@bis.midco.net . 

 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Diane Lehman Turck, Secretary    

************************************ 
January 7

th
, Whittle-In 

Vince Bitz prepared a hammer and anvil project.  The general form of his template 

anvil is quite convincing for being small and in wood.  A good anvil is forged steel 

which has been heat treated.  Made to be an extremely hard surface on which 

another object is struck, the more massive an anvil is, the higher the inertia will be 

when the object is hit.  That means that the energy the smith puts into his/her 

downward stroke will be almost completely absorbed by the object that is being 

hit.  In turn, that makes the blow more efficient and the job less strenuous for the 

smith.  Tools should never directly strike the anvil face with force as they could 

deform or damage it.   

At the back of the rectangular flattish top, called the face, there are two small 

holes. A square one called a Harney, and a smaller round hole called a Pritchel.  

Both holes can be used to hold tools being used in a project, but they can also be 

used with a tool in forcing metal into the shape of the recess, or for bending or 

punching holes in the object.  The back end of the face is called the hanging end or 

the heel.   

The edges of the face are rounded to prevent the object receiving blows from being 

cut or damaged by a sharp side.  The edge at the end of the face away from the 

Harney and Pritchel is often referred to as the step and perpendicular to it is a small 

flat table or cutting table, which is composed of slightly softer metal than the face 

and used for cutting objects, rather than the face.  Finally the horn, the front end of 

mailto:tdturck@bis.midco.net
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the anvil, is apparently named for how it looks.  The varying widths and lengths 

along the horn allow the smith to accurately curve the project piece as it is being 

hammered. 

The parts below the top of the anvil have more familiar names.  I don’t think 

people that work with anvils need to pay much attention to the lower part of it, and 

so general terms were easily adopted for discussion.  Overall below the face is the 

body.  Where it cinches in is the waist.  There are four feet, and curved in areas on 

the sides are the base.  The area under the horn, when it needs a separate name, is 

called the shoulder. 

                     

       Vince’s finished anvil                 Template anvil with two types of hammer 

 

Up until a little more than 100 years ago blacksmith shops were a common 

business in even the smallest towns.  Before the advent of cars, it seems like horses 

needed new shoes as often as cars have trouble with their tires, at least according to 

TV programs.  But truly, before metal pieces for cars or anything else were able to 

be mass produced, metal objects for any task or implement were made singly.  In 

fact, the smith usually fashioned his own tools to use at the anvil.  Most farms and 

ranches also had anvils for the same reasons.  Many still have anvils to 

manufacture whats-its and other items needed for repair of machinery that aren’t 

easily available in stores.  

There are a plethora of different types of hammers, a number of which can be used 

with an anvil.  Vince showed a tiny ball peen hammer that he made for himself and 

included a template blacksmith’s hammer for the project.  All of the information 
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above can be found on a variety of computer sites.  Some terminology differs from 

one to another location, and I tried to choose what was most common.  

The most entertaining thing about the day was the visit by Mattie Hjelseth from the 

KFYR Television Station.  There is an article about her visit in the last issue of the 

newsletter, and she is mentioned as well in the January 7
th

 Meeting article above.  

It was fun to have her here.  We made it to the 6 and 10 o’clock newscasts. 

 

Mattie Hjelseth at work 

We have already had one snake carving Whittle-In, and a second one will be the 

next Whittle-In on the 17
th

.  People brought snakes they had completed at home, 

and several took one or two more to bring for the next time.  It’s fun because you 

know most of the kids will look at the undulations and designs we’ve carved and 

try to pick the fastest (for the race), or most ferocious, or even the cutest (for a few 

of the girls).   
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         A variety of snakes from decorated backs to slithery to green-eyed 

Eric G brought a few little things.  Based on Perry’s elf, Eric has carved 3 elvish 

beings, although they look more the trolls in Three Billy Goats Gruff, or maybe a 

group of Norwegian Bachelor Farmers.  He also brought a couple of ladybugs.  

They look like Eric was trying different versions of paint.  One has regular black 

spots, and the other looks like a wash of black.  

       

Eric G’s family of elves or trolls?                    Lovely ladybugs 
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Tom has been carving reindeer with a band 

saw, ever since he saw a video on YouTube.  

Staining he’s developed is quite nice as 

well.  In a short time we’ll soon need a 

sleigh to go with the nine reindeer. 

 

 

 

Dasher with a poinsettia background   

 

 

 

Eric T has been making good use of his 

cottonwood bark.  The carving looks like the 

happy ending of a Brownie Scout song where 

a person jumps to catch the high branch of a 

tree to escape a pursuing bear.  

Unfortunately, in real life bears do climb 

trees, which may present a problem here.   

 

 

Hoping the bear gets distracted 
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To familiarize Mattie with our work, Dale brought show and tell items to exhibit 

what woodcarvers do and explain some of the ways we make things.  Eric G even 

helped her do some carving herself.   

 

 

Feathers in various stages, 

ornaments, cancer hearts, golf 

ball roses, diamond willow 

cane, bears and different types 

of paint  

 

************************************ 

  Winter Celebration 

On Friday, January 13
th

, we finally held our Christmas Party.  Originally to be held 

on Monday, December 5
th

, the Bismarck/Mandan area instead experienced a truly 

incapacitating snow storm.  Rechristened as a Winter Celebration, it was certainly 

as much fun as the original date promised to be.   

The scene for our party was out of a Christmas card or maybe a crooner’s Carol.  

There were high snow banks edging a plowed road, winter trees and the 

welcoming lights of a picturesque house.  The yellow October Show signs set high 

in the snow might have been a bit out of place, but were helpful in finding the 

location.   

Dale and Jen’s house was a lovely place for our get together, and they were 

wonderful hosts!  Even with so many people the layout of the house allowed 

everyone to move about easily, and people mixed and mingled enjoying each 

other’s company and conversations.  

While people were arriving before dinner there was wine and snacks for everyone 

located on the lower level.  Then you could drift into a discussion.  There were 
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gatherings of people in grouped chairs, at the downstairs bar, upstairs where a TV 

fireplace showed inviting flames in the living room with lots of comfortable places 

to sit, and on the mid level where card tables were set for eating.  Some people 

migrated towards the kitchen to help with fixing dinner and setting out food.  You 

could even see a welcoming fire on the porch outside the kitchen door. 

Oh my gosh, the food was superb!  Everything was so good.  The meat was 

amazing.  There were so many wonderful salads, vegetables and other sides, you 

could get lost among them.  The desserts filled your eyes as well as your stomach.  

Mike K brought some homemade glӧgg which even an ounce or so coated your 

entire inner body with silky warmth. 

After eating, we settled down for a homemade version of Bingo called Carve.  

Michelle came up with the idea, and I developed it to fit the Flickertails.  Instead of 

numbers, there were pictures of people and carving creations, mostly from the 

previous year.  M&Ms were used as the markers, and occasionally for eating.   

 

There were so many pictures it took awhile for the first winner.  Instead of clearing 

the cards, we continued from there until five or six people had Carve.  People liked 

seeing the pictures of 

everyone and some of 

the serious and silly 

carvings we had done.  

Prizes were Christmas 

coasters Michelle made 

with an embroidery 

feature on her sewing 

machine. 

 

 

               Diane calling out CARVE pictures 
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                                             Bob P Won first 

After the game, we settled down for gift 

opening.  There were two exchanges, the 

carving and non-carving.  You participated if 

you had brought a present for one or the other 

exchange.  The element of uncertainty intruded 

when a person decided to claim the item you had 

opened rather than opening another when his/her 

turn came.   

Most gifts were homemade, but not all.  All 

were well thought out, and a number of both 

homemade and store bought items were claimed 

and claimed again by others.  A colorful scarf 

made by Bonnie Perry for cold weather was in 

demand, for instance.  And towards the end 

Michelle said that she wanted to keep the bottle 

of alcohol (I can’t remember the kind) that she 

had gotten, and no one better take it. 

   Tom, his CARVE card marked  

with M&Ms and his Coaster Prize 
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Deb opening her gift 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry opening his gift 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     

Everyone enjoyed the 

gifts  

being shared 

 

 

 

Then there was more visiting.  Dale showed us a long, intricate carving he had 

acquired.  Michelle and I along with many others started bringing dishes and trash 

from the other levels of the house to the kitchen.  Someone made off with 
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Michelle’s bottle.  She immediately accused Eric G.  Knowing him, that does make 

sense, but he swore he wasn’t guilty.  By the time the rubbish was in the 

wastebaskets and the dishes were in the kitchen, the bottle had been returned, as 

though it had never been gone.  Some of the few leftovers were shared to different 

households, and all the guests slipped into the night.   

 

 

 

Jen explaining the intricate 

carving    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Towards the end of a 

great winter celebration 

 

 

 

************************************ 
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January 17
th

, Whittle-In 

This evening was Part 2 of our 

expanded yearly snow snake 

carving.  A lot of background for 

the project can be found by reading 

the December 20
th
 article in the last 

issue of the newsletter.  Hopefully 

the students will paint and race their 

snakes in heavy snow this year, 

unlike last year.  It will be fun to 

see how far they get and maybe get 

a glimpse of the winning snakes.   

                   Variations in Snakes 

 

 

About 15 people were at the meeting which 

was held in the Teen Room of the church.  

Most everyone sat at two long folding 

tables.  People brought completed snakes to 

be collected, and picked up lengths of pine 

to begin creating others.  Quite helpfully, 

Doug E had rounded the sharp corners of 

the remaining uncarved snakes to eliminate 

the time consuming need to modify the 

original shape. Conversation seemed livelier 

than usual because carving snakes doesn’t 

take as much thought once you’ve 

formulated a plan on how to proceed.  And 

we’re in closer quarters here than in the 

cafeteria.  

                                                                                     Getting Right to Work  
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Show and tell of course included the 

returned snakes, lined up for 

collection, and finished projects 

from previous Whittle-Ins and 

classes.  Tom completed the little 

girl jumping rope from last June’s 

class with Janet Denton Cordell.  

She is nicely painted with a red shirt 

and blue shorts.  

 

                                                            A nice room, but difficult to clean up chips  

 

Tom’s little girl jumping rope              Becky’s Santa with sparkles on his hat 

 

Becky carved and 

painted on of the Santa 

ornaments from last 

December.She outlined 

the features with black, 

which makes them 

more visible.  Eileen 

brought a number of 

things to see.  Her Dala 

rooster is looking 

good, ready to paint.  

And then she brought a 

comfort cross and two 

hearts she is making 

for the cancer center.   
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Eileen is quite thoughtful, creating carvings for the cancer center very often. 

Eileen holding her Comfort Cross. On the table are hearts and a Dala Rooster 

The time passed quickly, except for 

the end.  Getting the wood chips off 

of the carpeted floor seemed to take 

almost as much time as it did to get 

them there in the first place.  The 

vacuum has very little suction, and 

no one remembered the drop cloth.  

People again took whatever pine 

sticks home to carve into useful 

racing snakes.  

 

************************************ 

Ft Yates Wood Carving 7
th

 and 8
th

 Grade 

 

On Friday February 3
rd

, Doug 

Emerson traveled to St. Bernard 

School in Fort Yates to teach the 7
th
 

and 8
th
 grade class the beginnings 

of Wood Carving.  Doug brought 

each child a kit with the knives, 

strop, pencil, ruler, glove, thumb 

guard and wood needed to learn the 

four basic cuts, and complete a 

letter opener project. 

 

Children working on their projects 
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After putting on their gloves and 

thumb guards, Doug discussed how 

to sharpen a knife with them.  The 

students used a small rectangular 

piece of wood to practice the various 

cuts and create a round ball at one 

end.  Then they started carving their 

own letter openers.  From the amount 

of wood chips covering the table, all 

of them made significant progress, 

and some finished, before the lesson 

was complete.   

Another view.  Note the well stocked tool kits 

One of the girls in the class drew a lovely Thank You card that most of the other 

kids signed.  Even one that wasn’t there the day Doug came.  Patricia Clark, their 

teacher said except for Johnston, all the kids liked the class, and the three in the 

pictures are doing well. 

 

 

 

First page of the Thank You note drawn by 

the girl in the photo 

The entire Thank You card can be seen in 

Facebook 
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************************************    

 

Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers 

February 4
th

, 2017, Trinity Lutheran Church 

Doug opened the meeting about 9:45 am with approximately 18+ people present, 

both old and new members. 

Guests:  Ed Ryen brought Rachel to see what we do.  She seemed to enjoy the 

people helping her carve. 

Secretary’s Report: Diane read January’s notes.  Eric G moved the notes be 

approved, Ed seconded the motion.  It was passed.    

Treasurer’s Report: Warren reported that we have $4,712 in our account.  There 

are a few bills to be paid, and some money is coming in for dues.  Eric G moved 

and Mike seconded the report.     

The need to audit the books was again discussed.  Bob P agreed to do it.  Thank 

you.  

Awards Dinner:  As a result of Dale’s grant application to the Dakota West Arts 

Council (DWAC) for the Flickertails, he received an invitation to the Awards 

Banquet at the Heritage Center on January 25
th

.  He was unable to attend, and Eric 

G went in his place.  City Council Member Sean Oban presented Eric with a check 

for the full amount requested: $1800.00.  The grant money will be used to help pay 

for the carvers and Master Carvers the club brings to teach classes for our 

improvement.   

We want to express our heartfelt appreciation to Eileen Walsh and everyone who 

have backed our efforts to learn more about carving and expand our club 

membership.  Carving is a wonderful activity, and we are pleased that we are seen 

in such a positive light.   
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Eric G handing Doug E the Grant check from the DWAC 

In turn, we enjoy being part of the community.  Community involvement is an 

important part of the Flickertail Woodcarver’s function, and enables us to apply for 

the grants that we receive.  We do presentations, both for organized events, such as 

Capital A’Fair and Apple Fest, and special appearances, such as last summer’s 

shows at Cross Ranch and the Lewis & Clark Museum.  We teach classes in 

carving for the Boy and Girl Scout Merit Badges, for schools such as the recent 

class for the Fort Yates 5
th
 and 6

th
 graders, and of course, for new members joining 

our club.  Further we provide memory hearts to the cancer center and snow snakes 

for student lessons in two elementary schools. 

Show and Tell:  Again carvers brought finished snakes, previously taken home to 

complete from the last meeting.   

Two carvings, one of a man interacting with a dog, and one slightly caricaturish 

professor on a pile of books, were created by Ron Holtz.  The professor is an old 

friend of Ron’s from his college days, and they were recently reacquainted over 

Facebook.   

Becky brought a number of relief casts created by Mary May a traditional 

woodcarver from Charleston, South Carolina.  The casts included acanthus leaves, 

a couple of sizes of fleur de lis, roses, other flowers, scallops and more.  They were 

seconds that Mary May was selling for a reduced price, which was a nice bargain. 
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Diane brought the current issue of North Dakota History containing an article on 

the WPA and the contributions of Telle Rudser to pass around.   

Edgewood Vista: Carvers are meeting to carve with residents at Edgewood Vista 

in their Activity Center from 2-4 on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays of each month.  

February’s schedule at the Activity Center was written incorrectly as the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 

Thursdays which are important to note for this month.  The March schedule will be 

back to normal.  Some of the carvers participating are Ron Holtz, Larry Graf and 

Doug Emerson.  Coming dates are March 16
th

, April 6
th
 and 20

th
, and May 4

th
. 

New Members:  There have been requests for a list – just a short one – on where 

good tools can be purchased.  Maybe one could be compiled and kept on hand in 

the library. 

Class Events:   

Spring Class:  May 5
th

,
 
6

th   
and 7

th
, 2017 Jan Jensen will do a chip carving class for 

us.  You will be able to pick your own project.  She taught some classes in Texas 

that Alvin attended over last winter season.  His beautiful jewelry box is a result of 

her instruction.  Three spots are still available for $45.00 each.  Vince and Donna 

signed up, leaving one space yet available.  

 

Fall Class:  At our Annual Show Josh Guge, Bob Guge’s son, will hold a habitat 

class.  He will be teaching how to create rocks, leaves and branches using various 

materials and adherents such as epoxy and solder. 

 

Spring 2018 Class:  Doug E has contacted Floyd Rhadigan.  He is the 2016 

Woodcarver of the Year and the President of the Caricature Carvers of America.  

They have not yet finalized the contract. (Later Note: Floyd will be unable to 

come). 

Membership:  Just a reminder to get your dues to Doug S if you have not.  Dues 

are $15.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a family membership.  Warren will 

take dues from anyone wanting to pay today since Doug S is not here.     

Elections:  Eric G, a member of the election committee, was going to print ballots 

for today’s elections.  However, Warren has agreed to run again for Treasurer, 

Vince has agreed to run again for Physical Property Chair, and Doug has agreed to 
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run again for Program Chair.  And since no one else has wanted to be nominated, 

ballots seemed unnecessary.  They were reelected by a unanimous voice vote.  Bob 

P made a move that the vote  

results be accepted and Eric G seconded.    

Annual Woodcarver’s Show:  Please be thinking of items to donate to the raffle 

for October’s Show.  It is worthwhile to have the items printed on the raffle tickets, 

and it isn’t that long before the order goes into the printer.  Telling people what 

they might win is a draw to visit the show, and Donna would like to be prepared.  

 

The Boy Scout Merit Badge:  We will be teaching it in March. 

 

The Fargo Woodcarving Show:  Will be held April 7-9. 

 

Property:  Vince remembered the club having 2 sharpeners at some time in the 

past.  Discussion recalled the second being sold.  The relief casts that Becky 

brought will be entered as property (or library).  Vince has already borrowed one. 

 

Library:  A copy of the article on Telle Rudser will be made to put into the 

library.  

  

Anyone having information for the newsletter, email it to Tom Turck at 

tdturck@bis.midco.net . 

 

Having no further business, Diane moved that the meeting be adjourned and Eric G 

seconded. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Diane Lehman Turck, Secretary     

 

************************************    

 

 

mailto:tdturck@bis.midco.net
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February 4
th

, Whittle-In 

In October of last year, Bob P brought some Love Spoons he and Karen had 

purchased on their trip to Wales.  In dark wood they showed a Welsh dragon, and 

symbols for romance and Christianity.  With the spoon Bob designed for us to 

carve, he tried to incorporate a small geometric shape on the handle, like the cross 

on one of his Welsh spoons, but it looked a bit clunky on the short handle of the 

spoon.  The bowl of the spoon is shaped like a heart.  

The top of the handle mimics the heart shape with a pair of elegant swans whose 

heads meet at the apex while their wings grace the sides of the heart.  A small 

flower with twin leaves winds along the handle.  Swans mate for life, which makes 

it an endearing Valentine’s gift for your spouse or commitment gift for the one you 

love. 

          

           An Early Draft                and the                   Finished Spoon 

 

We started by choosing a template.  Bob had a power drill to put the holes in the 

handle.  We spent the rest of the time until the meeting working on the spoons.  

Some people may add the geometric part to the handle.  Someone, I think Eric G 

said he was going to make the swans into dragons.  I think he should make them 

into a ring of ladybugs and give it to his grandmother for all the ladybugs of his 

she’s taken. 
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Barb power drilling her spoon with Eric G watching 

 

Everyone hard at work!  Troy and his son stopped by for a short time. 

Although not strictly part of the show and tell, the last of the snakes were lined up 

face forward.  They look like they are about to march to war or waiting for the 

starting gun of a race. 



28 
 

  
 

 

Last of the finished Snakes before they go to school 

Ron Holtz brought two hand sized, painted carvings.  One is a man sitting curbside 

feeding a little mop of a dog.  His tall hat suggests the setting is a time period 

before cars were seen.  The other has a more caricature appearance showing a 

tallish, thin man standing on several text books and reading another.  Ron said he 

made it for a professor friend of his that he hadn’t seen in years, who just got in 

touch with him over social media. 

                        

          Making Friends                                      A pleasant, Bookish Professor 

Becky found out that a traditional woodcarver from the east coast area, Mary May, 

was selling “seconds” of some of her relief casts and bought them for the club.  
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There are quite a few different subjects from which to practice, flowers and fruit to 

fleur de lis to claw bathtub feet.  The property will be lent to members through the 

library.  Even before the meeting was over, Vince had borrowed one. 

 

A few of the Casts brought by Becky for use by club members 

Finally an article about the Works Progress Administration and how it helped 

North Dakotans during the Depression is in the current issue of North Dakota 

History.  It highlights Telle Rudser, a founder of the Flickertails, as a puppet 

maker.  It will be copied and entered into the library. 

************************************    

February 21
st
, Whittle-In 

Eric G has been working on ladybugs for months.  He has the design down so well 

that he can produce one in less than 45 minutes.  Anyone who has come to a 

meeting/Whittle-In recently has seen one or more ladybugs in various stages of 

completeness and types of paint.  Today he even brought what looks like a 

miniature flame thrower to add wood burning details.  All the publicity of the 

project has been fun.  We have all seen what the finished project should look like.  
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A Lovliness of ladybugs in various stages of being done with a few woodchips 

 

                                                                   Eric G with a burning tool   

Another group who needed more room is in the cafeteria tonight and we are in the 

Teen Room, which if you will recall is carpeted.  This time, though, Marlene and 

Eric G remembered to get the club tarp under the tables to catch wood chips.  It 

was all nicely arranged for us.  There were about 16 people present, and everyone 

got their own template to whittle.  The sheet of paper Eric G passed out with the 

template suggests using broken paperclips painted black and superglued onto the 

bottom for legs. 
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Creative carving and 

comfortable conversation – the 

scene could be an advertisement 

for protective floor tarps   

Only a couple of things were 

brought to share.  Dale brought a 

book by Lars Mytting, titled, 

Norwegian Wood.  It received a 

Best Non-Fiction Book Award in 

2016.  Covering many topics 

related to wood cutting, stacking, treatment etc. in an almost lyric manner, it has 

helped revive the place of wood in modern thought and use.   

Larry brought a bear that is not only cute in his brown and wood burned textured 

coat, but it rolls!  Take a look at the Facebook page where Eric G recorded it in 

action. 

              

 

      Larry’s Rolly-Poly Bear                               Directions to make the Bear   
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Finally, while not a show and tell item, Eric T is using a piece of cottonwood bark 

to design and draw his next carving project, which will be an alligator.  Rather a 

good idea for cottonwood bark.  Clean-up did take less time thanks to the tarp.  

There is a coziness about using the Teen Room sometimes, but that carpet can be a 

drawback. 

 

Eric T carefully planning his Reptile 

************************************ 

nake Races 

Both elementary schools have held contests to see which snakes could travel the 

farthest.  To see the kids’ smiles and truly rosy cheeks on the photos, it appears 

that this year, with the snow covering the ground, the races were much better than 

last year.  Although the competitions were finished in March, the process of 

carving the snakes has filtered into a lot meetings the last few months, and it seems 

only right that we should end the Whittle-Ins with a report on the races.   
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Carving snakes is one of the easier and quicker projects we do for part of the 

community.  The children participating will remember the experience and the fun, 

though, for a long time.  Around the last week of February, first week of March, 

Roosevelt Elementary ran three heats 

to see whose snake could go farthest.  

The owners of the three snakes each 

received a Sakakawea Dollar.  That 

actually entailed an explanation, 

since none of the class had ever seen 

one.   

 

Winner of the first heat 

 

Winner of the second heat 

 

Winner of the third heat 
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On March 14
th

, Highland 

Acres ran their snakes in 

competition.  Between the 

two schools, about 45 to 50 

children raced snakes.  If 

you blow up the photos a 

bit, a few of the snakes are 

actually identifiable.  A 

number more are kind of 

identifiable.  The kids did a 

good job painting them.    

                     The Roosevelt Class 

 

One of the classes sent us a 

creative Thank You card.  The 

first page is included here, but 

please look at the complete 

card on our Facebook page.  

The signatures are wonderful.  

The teacher says they loved 

the lesson.  And finally, as 

Doug pointed out, on the first 

page the Flickertails have 

been elevated to a Society.             

 

                                                                             Highland Acres Class 
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Front page of the Thank You note Deb opening her gift 

 

 


