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FLICKERTAIL WOODCARVERS 

PO BOX 7473 
BISMARCK ND 585007-7473 

 

Check out your chance to have a  

Flickertail logo put on a shirt. Also there 

are still openings the spring mountain 

man relief class. Dale received an award 

from the American Cancer Society. 

Whittle-In’s featured a boot carving 

courtesy of Vince; Deb Emerson 

presenting an illustrative lecture to the 

beginners’ class on how to paint and 

stain carvings, Bob’s Welch Love 

Spoons and Eric’s Easter Island monolith 

replica for holding eye glasses.   

 

Diane Lehman Turck wrote most of the 

Whittle In articles; Thomas Turck, Diane Lehman Turck, Eric Gaasland and 

Dale Heglund contributed photographs for this newsletter. For questions or 

future articles send your info to Tom/Diane Turck at tdturck@bis.midco.net. 

Good Carving! Newsletter Team: Tom Turck_and Diane Lehman Turck__                                                    

           Facebook - 

https://www.facebook.com/flickertailwoodcarversnd/  web site -

https://flickertailwoodcarvers.org  

                                             Pintress - https://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwood/ 

     
Flickertail Woodcarver projects are supported in part by grants 

from the North Dakota Council on the Arts, which receives funding 

from the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

They are also supported by grants from Dakota West Arts Council 

and Montana Dakota Resources Group. 

 

 

2-28-18 Update 
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Event Calendar 
Meetings and Whittle-Ins are held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Bismarck 

(Summer – June, July and August at Sertoma Park) 

 
 

Facebook – flickertailwoodcarversnd Gmail – 
flickertailwoodcarversnd@gmail.com 

Website – flickertailwoodcarvers.org Pintress - 

www.pinterest.com/flickertailwood/ 

 

1st and 3rd Thursday = carving at Bismarck Edgewood Vista from 2-4 PM 

 
 

March 3, 2018 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project by Becky Barnes and Dale Heglund, T-Rex Tooth 

(replicate the 2017 find from one of Becky’s fossil digs) 

 

March 6-12, 2018 Folk Art Classes at Grand Marais, MN 
Contact Eric, Becky W. or Luci for more info – they 
plan to attend) 

 
March 20, 2018 Whittle-In, 7:15-9:00 PM 

Project by Ron Holtz 
 
April 7, 2018 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project by Jerry Gengler 
 
April 17, 2018 Whittle-In, 7:15-9:00 PM 

Project by Marlene Moser 

mailto:flickertailwoodcarversnd@gmail.com
http://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwood/


3 
 

  
 

 

April 14-15, 2018 Fargo Carving Show 
 

April 27-29, 2018 Spring Carving Class by 
Bob Lawrence, Mountain Man 

 
May 5, 2018 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project by Bob Ferderer 
 
May 15, 2018 Whittle-In, 7:15-9:00 PM 

Project by Warren Schlecht 
 
May 31- June 2, 2018 Milan Village Arts School, Minnesota 

2018 Spoon Gathering 
https://milanvillageartsschool.org/spoon-gathering/ 

 

Oct 13 & 14, 2018 Flickertail Woodcarving Show 
49th Annual Show 

Bismarck Public Schools Career Academy 

Feature Carver, Oct 11-14 – Dale 

************************************************* 

Chance to Get the Flickertail Logo on Your Shirt 

While anyone can have a shirt, embroidered with the Flickertail Woodcarvers logo 

on it at Dakota Screen Arts and get reimbursed for up to $10, taking a number of 

shirts in at one time would lessen the price.  Part of the cost of embroidery is 

setting the machine up to do the printing, so doing a number at once cuts the time 

and therefore cuts the cost.  Changing thread color, on the other hand, takes very 

little time. 

Warren has offered to take shirts brought to him by the next Whittle-In on March 

20
th
 to the store.  He already has several.  His generosity means that you won’t 

have to find time to take your shirt in and pick it up.  You won’t have to save the 

receipt and turn it in to get reimbursed.  Those types of time savers can be worth 

their weight in gold. 

What you need to bring is the shirt you want stitched. 

 T-shirt, polo shirt, regular long or short sleeved shirt, sweatshirt etc 

You need to know the color of thread you want used – or maybe let the shop 

decide. 
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 Sometimes the color you think may not be the best 

Choose where you want the logo to be placed. 

 Right side, left side, above the pocket etc. 

Finally, your name: 

 All of that information pinned or attached to the shirt 

*^*^*^* 

Of course you can still take your shirt in any time, if this won’t work for you. 

************************************************* 

Reminder for the Spring Class 

Bob Lawrence will teach the carving of an 8 inch high mountain man wearing a 

wolf hat in butternut.  Bob has been carving and teaching carving for many years. 

Classes will be Friday, April 27
th
; Saturday, April 28

th
; and Sunday, April 29

th
. 

Sessions will be from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm at Trinity Lutheran Church with about 

an hour for lunch. 

There may be one or two spots left on the roster.  Contact Doug Emerson at 

dd_emerson@msn.com or 258-5739 to sign up or for more explanation. 

************************************************* 

Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers 

January 6
th

, 2018, Trinity Lutheran Church 

It was a busy Saturday and Dale held a short meeting.  We had Vince’s cowboy 

boot Whittle-In project, and it was the last beginner’s class with Deb Emerson 

explaining how to paint or stain finished carvings for the effects you want.  More 

than 20 people here today: regular members, students and at least four 

new/potential members. 

Recognition: The Flickertail Woodcarvers received a Certificate of Recognition 

from the Cancer Society as “Hope Givers” signed by the executive director 

because of the hearts we make for them. 

mailto:dd_emerson@msn.com
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 Dale with the Certificate of Recognition from the Cancer Society 

   Bob P told us Perry Cook had heart bypass surgery right after Christmas.  

He had gone to the ER because he wasn’t feeling well, and they took him right to 

surgery.  He came through the procedure well and is already home.  We will send 

him a card. 

Secretary’s Report: Diane gave a summary of December’s notes.  No changes.  

Eric and Eric moved and seconded the notes be approved.    

Treasurer’s Report: Warren reported that we have around $5,760 in our account.  

Since that is about what we had last year, the clubs finances are doing well.   

It’s that time of year.  Warren is looking for someone to audit the books.  It doesn’t 

take much time.  Doug E agreed to do the audit. 
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Dale said that the monetary grant we received from DWAC will help to pay for 

hiring a Spring Class instructor as well as the Annual Fall Show instructor.  It also 

assists with our new exhibit projects at Buckstop Junction and other expenses.  The 

grants we get aid with our education and community interaction. 

Membership: A few latecomers are still signing up. 

Community event: Larry taught about 10 Head Start children a little on wood 

carving. 

Show and Tell: There were a number of snakes from carvers who had taken some 

home from the last meeting, and a few more went with carvers this time.  We will 

be carving any left at the next meeting to make sure we have enough for both 

classes.  Most of the snakes are one-of-a-kind, and the children enjoy adding their 

own imagination with paint.   

Larry brought several items he purchased at estate sales.  Two small birds: a 

stylized road runner and one that looks like it is done in a folk style.  In addition, 

he has an incised board of a man fishing in the mountains.  Good reasons to sign 

your name to your works.  Only the board has any indication of the carver with 

initials. 

Eric T had several things that were reflective of teenage humor.  A carving of a 

man finding shit in his mail box (in cottonwood bark).  Featured were slightly 

obscene trolls and other small beings and then a tiny cat with crystal eyes. 

Becky B is working on her dinosaur with winged feathers.  She also has a 

Trilobite! 

Mary Beth had cute easy to carve Christmas ornaments carved by the Tokashes 

when they were members.  Most were unpainted, but a set of Wisemen were in 

gold and coppery regalia.   

Edgewood Vista: Carvers are meeting to carve with residents at Edgewood Vista 

in their Activity Center from 2-4 on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays of each month.  Some 

of the carvers participating are Ron Holtz, Larry Graf and Doug Emerson.  Coming 

dates are March 1
st 

and 15
th

, April 5
th

 and 19
th

, and May 3
rd

. 
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Bob Olson is a recent resident at Edgewood Vista in Mandan and is hoping some 

of our members can carve with him as well.   

Spring Class:  April 27
th
 28

th
 and 29

th
, 2018 Bob Lawrence will show a class how 

to carve an 8” high mountain man with a wolf hat in butternut.  Sessions will be 

from 8:30am to 5:00pm each day at Trinity Lutheran Church with an hour for 

lunch.  The explanation and sign-up information about the class were in the last 

newsletter.  Bob is a great instructor and the project is interesting and good 

experience. 

Elections: Elections for President, Librarian, Secretary, Membership, and the new 

position of Publicity will be held at the February meeting.  Diane and Doug S have 

agreed to retain their jobs of Secretary and Membership.  Eric G will run for 

President and Cliff will be the candidate for Librarian since Eric is vacating that 

responsibility to run for President.  Eric will, however, keep up his duties with 

Facebook and Becky B will continue to manage the new Web Site as two parts of 

Publicity.  Becky W has offered to take over the larger third part.  If anyone else is 

interested in being elected, though, please let one of the Election Committee (Troy, 

Becky W and Ron) know.     

Student Carving Class: The final class was today.  Throughout the lessons, all of 

the teachers and assistants have been wonderful in helping everyone understand the 

projects presented.  A good number of the students enjoyed the classes enough that 

I think they will join the club.  

Today, Deb Emerson with help from Doug gave a lot of valuable information on 

painting and staining carvings.   

Memory Hearts: are getting low.  Next Whittle-In when the snakes are finished, 

we will have time to work on some hearts. 

Snow snakes:  are available to take home to carve in preparation for next meeting.  

There are not too many to complete. 

Property:  May receive some wood or blanks from Bob Olson. 

Library:  Will be receiving some magazines from Bob Olson. 
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Anyone having information for the newsletter, email it to Tom Turck at 

tdturck@bis.midco.net . 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted by Diane Lehman Turck, Secretary     

************************************************* 

January 6
th

, 2018 Whittle-In 

Vince Bitz prepared a cowboy boot for his project.  An excellent choice, people 

settled down to work right away.  Vince and others made sure several newcomers 

in the crowd understood how to carve the boot.  Vince had several samples of 

working and dress boots.  Before the cowboy boot, many men were wearing a form 

of leather boot called the Wellington that had been used by westerners and soldiers 

before and during the Civil War.  Shortly after the war, western cattle drives were 

good employment, but the Wellington was not well suited for being in the saddle 

all day and the types of terrain encountered on a drive.  The general form of the 

cowboy boot was influenced by these early cattle drives and Mexican vaqueros, 

and first appeared in Kansas or maybe Texas around 1870, depending on who’s 

telling the story.   

The toe was made narrower and rounded or square (pointier came later) to slip 

more easily into the stirrup.  There was no tread on the bottom.  The heel, called a 

Cuban heel, was stacked, bigger and thicker than a regular heel and undercut.  

Being bigger meant that if the rider fell, his foot wouldn’t get caught in the stirrup.  

A lack of laces also made it easier to slip out of a boot, and they were pulled on by 

mule-ear straps at the side.  The undercut shape allowed the cowboy to dig his 

heels in to argue with a recalcitrant mule or work his way along slopes and rocky 

terrain.  Thicker and higher in the front (called the graft) than the back, the leather 

could shield the cowhand from mesquite thorns, barbed wire, snakes and other 

hazards.  The thickness also protected his ankles and legs from being bruised by 

the long days in the saddle.     

Because it was a high boot, it didn’t fill as readily with water and mud when 

wadding shallow streams.  Stitching was on the outside of the boot to keep it from 

mailto:tdturck@bis.midco.net
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affecting the rider’s leg if it eventually buckled.  Added as normal decoration, the 

couple rows of stitching across the toe were called the toe wrinkle.  Boots made in 

Texas often had a “Lone Star” on the graft.  

 

A cowboy boot before Cowboy movies made them more ornate and colorful 

 

Vince talking with Eric G and a couple of newcomers 
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Besides the Whittle-In, it was also the last time the students met as a class.  It was 

a delightful several months.  Students and instructors alike were interested in 

experiencing carving.  At this session, Deb Emerson presented her illustrative 

lecture on how to paint and stain carvings.  Every time I hear it I learn more.  Like 

snow snakes and Love Spoons, I think we should have her speak regularly.  If not 

every year, at least every other year.  Or maybe open her lecture with new students 

to anyone who wants a refresher about the topics she and Doug cover with paint 

and staining. 

 

Deb Emerson’s practical painting and staining instructions 

Next Whittle-In we will be continuing to carve snow snakes, but some of them 

were finished by members who took them home in December.  If we complete the 

number we need, we will carve hearts for the Cancer Society. 
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A few snakes waiting to wriggle off of the table 

Larry had been to a couple of estate sales and come away with some interesting old 

carvings.  None of them was marked by the artist, and there is no way of 

identifying who made them.  Remember to mark your work.  One of the two birds 

he bought is a stylized road runner whose angular head and tail feathers look 

Southwestern.  The other is a type of passerine or songbird carved in an early folk 

method.  Both look like they had stored in an attic or basement for some time.  The 

last piece he brought was a very dark brown etching about the size of a piece of 

8
1/2

x11 inch paper.  There is an etched frame.  It shows a man in high waders spear 

fishing.  At some point a gash ruined the picture, but the artist seems to have just 

worked around it.  Maybe he had thoughts of somehow repairing the damage and 

never got to it.  In the right lower corner are the initials WCQ.   



12 
 

  
 

 

        A road runner and a songbird with a forked tail 

 

 

                           A spear fisherman with his catch 
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Eric T is such a kind, creative and soft spoken man, I never knew he harbored a 

streak of teenage boy humor.  Perhaps, instead of being on the joke side of the 

experience though, he is thinking how he would feel opening his mailbox to find a 

pile of dog shit.  The man is elderly.  Since he uses a cane, he might have 

occasional pain or mobility problems that make him grumpy.  He would likely 

clash with teenagers who are more active and boisterous.  Now we need a carved 

tableau of teenagers mowing his lawn, cutting his bushes, him helping them with a 

car and his wife giving them cookies and lemonade.  Ah well, more probably it’s 

teenage boy humor. 

 

Angry man surrounded by little figurines 

Some of the three little human figures surrounding the old man have elements of 

humor as well, but I prefer the tiny cat with crystal eyes. 
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Two of the three figures and the cat 

Becky B is working on the body of a flying dinosaur type creature which is 

interesting to look at now, and will be amazing when it is finished.  But even more 

fantastic is that she has carved a trilobite.  There are numerous kinds, but hers is 

the one most commonly pictured.  They lived in the oceans throughout the 

Paleozoic, so about 521-240 million years ago.  Even prehistoric peoples thought 

they were special; they have been found with burial goods in some cultures. 

 

 

Becky B and her partial flying dinosaur-ish carving 
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                  A common Trilobite 

Finally, Mary Beth brought some of the carvings that the Tokashes, who were past 

members of the club had carved.  They made ornaments every year for their grand 

children, and some of the extra ones Mary Beth has look like the ones Frank Koch 

used to use for his introduction to carving classes.  She also had a set of the three 

Wise men that were modified to become carvings from an activity book for 

children that used to be sold around Christmas many years ago. 

 

Easy to carve and paint Christmas ornaments 
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The original wise men 

were plastic ornaments to 

be colored with magic 

markers to look like 

stained glass 

 

 

 

************************************************* 

January 16
th

, 2018 Whittle-In 

This evening was Part 2 of our yearly snow snake carving for the grade school 

children.  A lot of background for the project can be found by reading the club’s 

January-February Newsletters for the past couple of years.  In fact, due to Doug 

Emerson’s efforts, an article and picture of the event was published in a recent 

issue of Woodcarving Illustrated.   

Using the snakes to teach about games in Native American culture, as well as 

having each child having a fun time painting their own, the ultimate excitement is 

racing them down a snow covered hill to see whose goes furthest.  Hopefully there 

will be a day in the next month or two, after the kids have chosen their snakes and 

painted them, when the snow is plentiful and slick that the students will be able to 

try them out. 

Over the past month, a good many of the snakes needed have already been carved.  

Most people knew that and attendance was rather light, about 15-16 people.  A 

number of those who came, though, were new members. 
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Carving some of the last snakes of the project 

Because very few snakes were required, many of the members had time to carve 

hearts.  As you know, the Cancer Center is always short of hearts.  They don’t take 

long to carve or paint, but finding a corner of time is difficult.  Actually having a 

block of time makes it much easier to do.  Besides the remaining snakes, Doug E 

had a lot of hearts along with suggested decorations.  Having some ideas on ways 

to enhance the simple carving is a great idea.  Quilting and other patterns make 

them more individual.   

 

Choosing between snakes and hearts; remaining snakes on Doug’s left 
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Not many items were brought for show 

and tell.  Eric T is working on a 

carving of otters.  The one he has 

almost done sitting on the bank has 

largish rectangular feet and front paws 

in his lap.  If he were holding a rope, it 

looks like he could be pulled up to go 

water skiing. 

Some of the pages showing completed hearts 

 

Warren, who can be an inspirational 

caricature carver, brought a carved 

head about the size of a pencil 

pouch.  With the tassel at the end of 

his hat, he might be a Santa, but his 

mustache droops and he looks tired.  

Maybe he’s just a Scandinavian for 

whom the winter has been too long.   

The first of an otter group frolicking on the shore 

 

A great head study 
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Becky B has access to a small wood 

burning labeler that she set up in the back 

of the room to show Doug E what it could 

do.  While it can’t make larger things like 

posters, it can burn smaller pieces like 

name tags. 

  

Becky B showing Doug E how to 

program the wood burning machine 

 

 

 

 

Warren holding an example of the wood burning labeler 

**************************************************** 
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Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers 

February 3
rd

, 2018, Trinity Lutheran Church 

Doug opened the meeting with approximately 30 people present, a mix of regular, 

recent class members and at least one person new just today.  Perry is back, 

looking a bit thinner but healthy. 

Secretary’s Report: Diane read January’s notes.  Eric G moved the notes be 

approved, Eric T seconded the motion.  It was passed.    

Treasurer’s Report: Warren reported that we have $5,745 in our account with all 

outstanding bills paid.  Doug E has finished the audit and reports it was fine. 

Membership:  Doug S says approximately 90 members are registered.   

Library: No report. 

Property: No report.     

Elections:  Elections were held by voice vote rather than ballot.   

Newly elected President = Eric G 

Librarian = Cliff 

Publicist = Becky W 

Returning  Membership = Doug S 

Secretary = Diane 

Bob P made a move that the results be accepted and Ed seconded.    

Annual Woodcarver’s Show:  Eric G requests: Please be thinking of items to 

donate to the raffle for October’s Show.  The raffle tickets will need to go to the 

printer soon and telling people what they might win is a draw to visit the show.  

We need to be prepared.  

Doug E asked, and there was really no conversation, about having supper at the 

Radisson for the October Show, so I guess we will. 

Given that the October Show will be an important one for our history, Doug 

suggested four people to consider as the Master Instructor.   
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Cecilia ?? is from Minneapolis.  She carves puppets and automatons, and it could 

be seen as a tribute to Telle, if there is interest in carving puppets. 

Jay Haavik is from Seattle.  His carvings are considered Norwegian/Scandinavian 

and NW Coast Native American.  Often in relief.  

Harley Refsal  Scandinavian wood carver - studies and has lived in Norway.  Flat 

plane carving.  Rough out.  

Harold Enlow an old timer from Arkansas.  He is a leading US carver and 

caricature specialist.  In addition he has completed caricature and other study sticks 

for learning carvers.  

Heritage Center: Doug E and Becky W will be meeting with people from the 

Heritage Center regarding Telle’s puppets and the possibilities of our working 

together on some projects.   

Public Library:  Bob P reminded us about the show we have arranged for the 

public library glass cases for October to December.  We will be displaying items 

carved from around the world.  Please keep that it in mind, and think of what you 

might have to lend for the exhibit.   

Rent: Trinity Lutheran Church is raising our rent.  The rate will now be $15 an 

hour rather than a flat rate.  That would mean that classes, like the Spring Class 

would cost us more than previous classes.  We may need to find a less expensive 

location, at least for classes. 

Spring Class: Will feature Bob Lawrence carving a mountain man in a wolf hat 

about 8 inches in height.  For now it will be at Trinity Lutheran Church from 

Friday April 27 through Sunday April 29 from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.  The class can 

take 12 people and is filling up.  Doug E is taking reservations. 

Show and Tell:  Bob P had the Whittle-In with lovely butternut blanks to make 

Love Spoons he designed.  He also brought some of the Love Spoons he bought in 

Wales, Great Brition to show variations and explain meanings. 

Larry brought a candy bowl (filled with candy) he carved out of box elder.  He also 

wore a fun woodcarving shirt. 

Becky W carved a relief panel of a chipmunk harvesting acorns amid oak leaves. 
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Becky B brought a beautiful bird and design with a quote in the Arabic  

alphabet from Helen Keller about the importance of friendship.  It will be  

used as a backdrop for the Northern Plains Ballet. 

Eric T is continuing work on his group of otters.  Besides the one sitting on the 

edge, he now has two cavorting further down the strand. 

There were a number of carving magazines, mostly Chip Chats, available at a side 

table. First come; first served.    

Edgewood Vista: Carvers are meeting to carve with residents at Edgewood Vista 

in their Activity Center from 2-4 on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays of each month.  Some 

of the carvers participating are Ron Holtz, Larry Graf and Doug Emerson.  Coming 

dates are March 15
th
, April 5

th
 and 19

th
, and May 3

rd
. 

Anyone having information for the newsletter, email it to Tom Turck at 

tdturck@bis.midco.net . 

 

Having no further business, Diane moved that the meeting be adjourned and Eric G 

seconded. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Diane Lehman Turck, Secretary     

**************************************************** 

February 3rd, 2018 Whittle-In 

Again this year Bob P designed Love Spoons for the Whittle-In group to carve.  He 

explained the spoons he and Karen purchased on their trip to Wales.  In dark wood 

they show a Welsh dragon, and symbols for romance and Christianity.  By 

happenstance, Bob saw a television interview with the man he purchased the 

spoons from recently.  Many cultures have a tradition of young men, especially 

seafarers, making spoons for young women they wished to court.  The spoon was 

to indicate that they could support a family.   

mailto:tdturck@bis.midco.net
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Bob P’s Love Spoons from Wales 

 

The place to go for authentic Welsh Love Spoons 
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With the spoon Bob designed for us to carve, he envisioned several variations.  

The main pattern is a pair of vines connecting a heart at the top of the handle to the 

bowl at the other end.  An alternative used the curved outline of the vines to create 

two more hearts on the handle, one additional facing upward and the other oriented 

down to the top of the bowl.  The third had a heart point at the top of the bowl, and 

flowers above the heart to the top of the handle.  As with last year, the spoon 

blanks were cut from butternut, which gives a richer texture to stain than 

basswood.  The finished product then makes a nicer looking gift.  

To form the crossed vines of the main design, drill holes make removing the inner 

wood much easier.  See how nicely the staining brings out the lovely grain in the 

wood in the picture below.   It was a wonderful project for regular members and 

the newer members as well, and it was fun to have so many people there. 

 

The main design with a blank showing drill holes and the added heart 

variation 
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                     The flowered version 

 

Ron helping Becky B drill holes in her spoon 

  

 

A number of interesting items were 

brought for Show and Tell besides Bob 

P’s spoons.  Larry made a candy dish from 

a branch of box elder.  The scallop-type 

treatment around the rim, and the striped 

variation in color pleasantly catch your 

eye.  The candy inside is a draw too, of 

course.  Also, Larry had the best T-shirt 

saying about wood carvers I have seen.   

 

 

Perry and Eric taking photos 
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      Larry’s Box Elder Candy Dish                     A great Super Hero shirt  

Becky W, who is appreciative of all things in nature, has a relief carving of a 

chipmunk making a meal of an acorn near a couple oak leaves.  He only has to 

scurry a step or so left to start on the second course. 

 

A chipmunk with a feast of acorns 
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Becky B has completed an intricate intarsia 

panel.  In earth-tone woods she has a 

geometric design filling the lower right, 

and an impressive bird with an out 

stretched wing filling the remainder of the 

board.  Across the top in Arabic Script is 

the Helen Keller quote: “I would rather 

walk with a friend in the dark than alone in 

the light.”  An image of the illustration is 

going to be projected as the backdrop for 

the Northern Plains Dance Academy. 

Well thought out beauty and grace 

 

 

Eric T is continuing on his frolicking 

otter scene.  Watching him detail more 

otters having fun is enjoyable.  Besides 

the original fellow, now there are two 

more playing on the shore. 

 Otters peering out of cottonwood 

bark 

Lastly, someone, I think Bob P had 

some extra woodcarving magazines, 

mostly Chip Chats that he laid out on a 

front table for anyone to take.  That’s 

nice especially for newer members 

who haven’t got their libraries for 

ideas built up. 

Interesting articles and ideas for carving 

**************************************************** 
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February 20
th

, 2018 Whittle-In 

Eric G has been working on the perfect Easter Island eye glasses holder for 

months.  He has tried a number of different designs over the months, the last one 

somewhat reminiscent of the Coneheads from the late 1970s Saturday Night Live.  

The templates he provided, though, look more like an Easter Island heads and 

come in a larger and a smaller size.  Both exhibit a rounded bulbish nose rather 

than straight line noses.  The actual statues nose’s have a flair; Eric’s modification 

is just a bit more dramatic than real.  The larger template has a defined chin as well 

for a stable base.  The notch on the back for glasses is well defined, and the carving 

will make a useful glasses holder on anyone’s bedroom dresser or nightstand. 

 

Eric G and his latest Easter Island Ma’oi 



29 
 

  
 

 

Easter Island, or Rapa Nui, is in the 

southeastern Pacific Ocean, west of 

Chile.  Settled between 700 and 1100AD, 

there was a thriving civilization as 

evidenced by the 887 existing mo’ai or 

statues found on the island.  The statues 

were carved between 1100 and 1680 AD.  

Other information sometimes specifies 

slightly different dates.   

Eric G’s carved and stained Easter Island statues 

The theories regarding the prehistory and protohistory of the inhabitants have been 

turned upside down due to recent archaeological investigations.  Suffice it to say, 

after Europeans arrived in the 1700 and 1800s, blackbirding (the abduction of 

islanders to work elsewhere), and diseases such as small pox and tuberculosis 

claimed hundreds of lives.  Most of those who knew the island’s traditions and 

history, along with the ruling families, died.  

Presently, the island is part of Chile, and is almost exactly as many miles from 

Chile as Puerto Rico is from the US.  About 7,750 people live there, 60% of whom 

claim some Rapa Nuian blood.  Tourism is one of the islands main industries, and 

statues that were once displaced have been re-erected in locations that may have 

displayed them in the past.  Most of the statues are carved from tuff, which is rock 

created from the volcanic ash on the island, and not hard to shape.  One known 

statue was carved from basalt.  Basalt is a very hard and dense rock, and difficult 

to work which may be why it was only attempted once.  

The templates on the table looked like the rows of heads pictured in magazines and 

tourist brochures.  The one misconception about the project is that the mo’ai are 

merely heads.  In fact, they have bodies as well.  The heads are abnormally large, 

but torsos and arms are present.  The body seems to end around the hip joint.  

Some representations are merely heads because the rest of the body is buried.  

Over time, eroding slopes, windblown soil, sand and vegetation have crowded up 

the statues until only the head remains showing. 
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A parade of templates 

 

 

 

                               Checking on peoples’ progress 

 

 

 

                                                                             

                                                                                      Eric helping Kyla 

There were about 18 people at the Whittle-In including one visitor, who thought 

she’d try her hand at carving.  Her name is Kyla, although I may be spelling it 

incorrectly.  Eric set her up with the tools and safety guards she’d need and 

assisted her in carving.  I don’t know if she’s ever carved before, but she was doing 

quite well. 

Marlene was able to come.  She has been carving NDSU signs for people she 

knows.  That is quite kind; she rarely gets to do a project that is just for herself.  

Someone, maybe Luci, said Eric G is carving a bear, but I don’t know if that is so. 

Larry brought three projects of his own he has completed.  One is a sweet couple 

holding a heart that says “Love.”  That looks like it was a good Valentine’s Day 
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gift.  A second of about the same size is a little Panda Bear with beautifully fine 

coloring.  The fur stands out nicely.  The last item is a very hairy little fellow to 

cover knives.  With the green band around his hat and his green checked trousers, 

he might be a backwoods leprechaun showing up early for St. Pat’s. 

 

Two well-designed, well painted carvings 

 

An Irish troll knife cover 

Luci finished her Love Spoon carving, and it something to be proud of.  She 

burned her and her husband’s initials into the heart on top of the handle along with 

the year of their marriage.  Her “and” symbol has class, too. 
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Another personal Valentine’s Day carving for someone special 

Becky is in the middle of another intarsia project, putting the little pieces together 

like a jigsaw puzzle.  It will be interesting to see it as it gets further along. 

 

Right now the pieces look heads and tails going around in circles 
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Another person in the middle of a project is Eric T.  We have been watching his 

otter scene progress from session to session, which is quite enjoyable.  Watching 

his characters and their environment become clearer time after time is remarkable.  

He should come up with short stories for his tableaus.  Although I suppose 

everyone comes up with their own tale. 

 

Otters on either end of the log 

 


