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The Curling Chip       May, 2019 

 

FLICKERTAIL WOODCARVERS 

PO BOX 7473 
BISMARCK ND 58507-7473 

 

Raffle tickets are now available for the 

annual October show. In this issue there 

is informantion on a chain saw carving 

and wood burning classes. Feature items 

were carving a robin with Larry Graf on 

May 4
th

, a wolf’s head carving class and a 

colored pencil class.  Warren Schlect had 

an American flag for the May 21
st
 

Whittle-In project. We are looking for 

volunteers for Harvest Fest, Apple Fest 

and the program at the Heritage Center.  

Added extra is the Fall Show registration.  

For questions or future articles send your 

info to Tom/Diane Turck at 

tdturck@bis.midco.net.  

BAGA submitted the pyrography article, several photos were from Facebook and 

information on projects used the internet. 

Good Carving! Newsletter Team: Tom Turck_and Diane Lehman Turck__   

        Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/flickertailwoodcarversnd/   

                                             Pintress - 

https://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwoodcarvers/ 
Flickertail Woodcarver projects are supported in part by grants from the 

North Dakota Council on the Arts, which receives funding from the state 

legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts. They are also 

supported by grants from Dakota West Arts Council and Montana 

Dakota Resources Group. 

mailto:tdturck@bis.midco.net
https://www.facebook.com/flickertailwoodcarversnd/
https://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwood/
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Event Calendar 
Meetings and Whittle-Ins are held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Bismarck 

 

Summer – June, July and August at Sertoma Park, Shelter #4 

 

1st and 3rd Thursday carving at Edgewood Vista from 2:00 to 4:00 pm 

 

www.flickertail.org 
 

July 27, 2019   Cross Ranch State Park, carving demo 

    Doug Emerson Coordinator  

     

August 3 & 4, 2019  Capital Art Affair, carving demo,  

    Becky Weisgerber Coordinator 

 

August 10, 2019 Chain Saw and Chardonnay, class starts at 10am, carving at least 

one feather; Wine tasting starts at 4pm; 2 events are separate 

 

August 20, 2019  Whittle-In, Sertoma Park, shelter 4, 5:30-8 PM 

Grill and Potluck – Public is invited 

 

August 17, 2019  Harvest Feed at Buckstop Junction, carving demo, 

    Mike Knudson Coordinator 

 

September 7, 2019  Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

    Project by Larry Graf 

http://www.flickertail.org/
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September 7, 2019  Pyrography Workshop 8:00 AM-4:00PM 

    Julie Bender, BAGA, Register by 8/6/19 

 

September 8, 2019 Heritage Center Sensational Sunday, talk on pyrography by Julie 

Bender, 2:00 PM 

 

September 17, 2018  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Perry Cook 

 

September 28 and 29  Applefest at Buckstop Junction, carving     

    demos, Dale Heglund Coordinator 

 

October 5, 2019  Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

    Project by Donna Grunett 

 

October 12-13, 2019   Flickertail Woodcarving Show 

    50th Annual Show 

Bismarck Public Schools Career Academy 

    Feature Carver, Oct 10-13 will be Jay Haavik 

    Project – Nordic style carving 

    Non-Carving Class – Teri Stegmiller – fabric painting  

Weekend Carver – Karen Henderson – spoon carving 

 

October 15, 2019  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Vince Bitz 

 

November 2, 2019  Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

    Project by Mike Knudson 

 

November 19, 2019  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Doug Smith 

 

December 7, 2019  Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

    Project by Diane and Tom Turck 

 

December  ??, 2019 Christmas Party – ________________________ Coordinators 

 

December 17, 2019  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Doug Emerson, snow snakes 

 

January 4, 2020  Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

    Project by Doug Emerson, snow snakes 
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January 21, 2020  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Cliff Orgaard 

 

February 1, 2020  Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

    Project by Bob Pedigo, love spoon 

 

February 18, 2020  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Eric Gaasland 

 

March 7, 2020   Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

    Project by Becky Weisgerber 

 

March 17, 2020  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Becky Barnes 

 

April 4, 2020    Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

    Project by Ed Ryan 

 

April 21, 2020   Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Marlene Moser 

 

April ??, 2020   Fargo Carving Show 

 

April/May   Spring Carving Class by Rick and Cathy Brereton 

     

 

May 2, 2020    Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

    Project by Mitch Olson 

 

May 19, 2020   Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

    Project by Warren Schlecht 
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Coming Attractions 

This is an abbreviated reiteration of parts of the event Calendar for the summer and 

fall with added color.   

Chain saw carving and Chardonnay  August 10 See announcement next page  

Bender Pyrography (wood burning) 

Class: Saturday September 7 Julie Bender Instructor, 8-4 at BAGA 

Lecture: September 8 Heritage Center Sensational Sunday, 2:00pm 

Harvest Feed at Buckstop Junction August 17 Mike Knudson Coordinator 

 9am-4pm please call Mike to help with 2 hour shifts 

Applefest at Buckstop Junction September 28-29 Dale Heglund Coordinator 

 11am-6pm Saturday; 11am-4pm Sunday please call Dale for 2hour shifts 

  

Flickertail Woodcarving Show October 10-13, Heritage Center 

Featured carver: Jay Haavik Nordic carving  

Weekend non-carver: Teri Stegmiller fabric painting  

Weekend carver: Karen Henderson spoon carving 

 

Picnic at Sertoma #4 August 20 5:30-8:00pm 

 

Heritage Center Carving Exhibition (usually 2-3 hour shifts): 

Whenever anyone has a couple of hours to spend, they can set up a table in front of 

the exhibits and carve.  Interact with visitors from Bismarck throughout the world.  

Describe what you are doing, and what is in the exhibit.  Contact the docents at the 

desk for assistance. 
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Chainsaw Carving Opportunity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pyrography Workshop 

Saturday, September 7
th

 

Bismarck Art & Galleries Association (BAGA) invites you to join national, award-

winning artist Julie Bender for her one-day pyrography (woodburning) workshop 

where students receive a strong foundation in theory of pyrography and technique.  

Students with and without experience are welcomed and will receive step-by-step 

Pyrography Workshop 
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Pyrography Workshop 

Saturday, September 7
th

 

Bismarck Art & Galleries Association (BAGA) invites you to join national, award-

winning artist Julie Bender for her one-day pyrography (woodburning) workshop 

where students receive a strong foundation in theory of pyrography and technique.  

Students with and without experience are welcomed and will receive step-by-step 

instruction in wood surface preparation, burn-tip choice, technique and problem 

solving.  Expect to create a finished work of art!  The class fee is $125.00 and 

includes all supplies except the woodburner.  Bender recommends the Walnut 

Hollow brand that is available through Michaels or Hobby Lobby.  Class will be 

held from 8 am – 4 pm on Saturday, September 7
th

 at the gallery, 422 E. Front 

Avenue.  Registration is due no later than August 6
th

 so the artist can be sure to 

have the appropriate number of other materials for attendees. 

In conjunction with the Flickertail Woodcarver’s 50
th
 anniversary, Bender will also 

be giving a talk on the subject of pyrography on September 8
th
 at 2:00 pm as a part 

of the Heritage Center’s Sensational Sunday’s programming.  She will also have an 

exhibit of her artwork at BAGA September 3-28, with an opening reception 

September 6
th

 from 5-7 pm that is open to the public and free of charge. 

You can view Bender’s spectacular artwork at www.juliebender.com. For further 

information on any of the above programs please call BAGA at 223-5986 or email 

baga@midconetwork.com.  

Thanks to BAGA for the article 

********************************************** 
Raffle Tickets 

Books of Raffle tickets are now available for distribution.  Becky W and Eric G 

have them now.  They will be offered at the picnic an August 20
th
.  If you would 

like to sell some before then, e-mail Becky at vortenjou@bis.midco.net or Eric at 

egaasland@yahoo.com.  

 

http://www.juliebender.com/
mailto:baga@midconetwork.com
mailto:vortenjou@bis.midco.net
mailto:egaasland@yahoo.com
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Monthly Summer Whittle-In at Sertoma Park 

 

Come Out & Play 

Location: Sertoma Park Shelter #4 

Date: August 20 

Time: Around 5:30pm-8pm: Come when you can, leave when you have to go. 

Food: Bring a dish for pot-luck.  Plates, napkins, cups and utensils provided.  If 

you haven’t food (no time or forgot), just come.  There will be plenty to share. 

Drink: Bring your own.  It is a public park, so no alcohol, and no glass drinking 

bottles.  Anything else is fine. 

Projects: We always can use hearts for the Cancer Center.  In general, though, 

bring something you want to work on.  It can be carving, painting, or other 

activities like sewing, beading etc.  There will be woodcarvers to help visitors who 

want to learn to carve, as well.  If you’re between projects, you can always pull out 

one from that 1/2 finished pile that everyone has. 

Requirements: Bring yourself.  Bring your wife, husband and/or friend.  Everyone 

is welcome.  Come to relax and have fun.  Laugh, converse with friends, eat, do 

some carving or crafting, learn a little, even play on the nearby swings 
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Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers 

May 4
th

, 2019, Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Dale called the meeting with about 20 members in attendance.  Dale was standing 

in for Eric, who had been out of town and arrived before the end of the meeting.   

Larry Graf had several robin templates with directions and then the blanks to 

choose from in order to make a small, cute robin. 

Edgewood Vista - Bismarck: Carvers are meeting with residents at Edgewood 

Vista - Bismarck in the Activity Center from 2-4 PM on the 1st and 3rd Thursday 

of each month. Coming dates: July 4
th

 and 18
th
, August 1

nd
 and 15

th
, and September 

5
th

 and 19
th
. 

Guests: Not exactly guests, but two children, maybe 1
st
 grade age, came to visit.  

Their relatives were getting ready for the breakfast in a few hours, and they were 

bored.  We were not a lot more fun, but at least more interesting.  Several people, 

mostly Becky W, kept them amused. 

Secretary’s Report: Diane summarized April’s Meeting Notes. Larry motioned 

that the meeting minutes be approved and Mike seconded the motion.  It was 

passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Warren reported that we have $7405 in the account with one 

bill out for rental and purchase.  Memorial for approximately $100 Moved by 

Perry and seconded by Vince   

Membership: No change  

Library: No change 

Property: No change 

Publicity: No change 

Website/Instagram: No change 

Facebook: No change  

 

Cancer Hearts: Approximately 50 people complete cancer treatments every 

month and we don’t carve 50 hearts in a month.  We need to try to remember to 

carve one or two when we’re not sure what project to create next.  
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Spring Program: The May carving and color pencil drawing classes are full.  

Doug E is taking names for waiting lists. The sessions will be held at the Heritage 

Center May 17-19.   

Annual October Show: Don’t forget this is our 50
th

 Anniversary. 

Becky W with help from Diane is attempting to get offers for raffle items in order 

to get the tickets printed soon.   

Doug announced the Jay Haavik will be teaching a Nordic relief carving for the 

main class from Thursday, October 10-Sunday, October13.  The other carving 

class has Karen Henderson showing how to carve spoons on Saturday and Sunday 

mornings.  The non-carving class is taught as a painting party also on Saturday and 

Sunday mornings.  All three classes sound like good investments of time and 

returns in a wonderful product and enjoyment besides. 

Coming Demonstration Programs: Cross Ranch will again hold its Blue Grass 

Goes Pink Cancer fund raising event on July 27
th

.  It is possible that overnight 

campsites may be full, but there is daytime parking. Flickertail Woodcarvers, 

under the leadership of Doug E will be demonstrating their craft, with an emphasis 

on Cancer hearts.  Flickertail Woodcarving participation is even mentioned in the 

ND Parks and Rec Site.  There will be a free will supper at 5pm and a $10.00 

concert at 7pm.  All proceeds go to Cancer Fundraising. 

The yearly Capital A’fair will be held August 3-4 at the Capital grounds.  Becky 

W will be coordinating.  She is looking for volunteers sign-up to help in 2-hour 

shifts.  It’s nice to see all the other booths and visit with the people coming by.  We 

have gotten a good response from this event to our Annual October Show, and to 

our beginning carving class.  While the weather can be warm, we have been 

fortunate with breezes coming through our stall area.  

Harvest Fest is the new name for the old Corn Feed.  It will be held at Buckstop 

Junction to benefit the community education and preservation being carried out at 

Buckstop.  Held on August 17
th
 Mike is the organizer, and will need a number of 

volunteers, again in 2-hour shifts.  While Capital A’Fair is geared towards selling 

various crafts, Harvest and Apple Fest are more like community get-togethers with 

some craft vendors, music and children’s activities. 

Apple Fest is hosted by the Cancer Center with all proceeds going to them.  It is at 

Buckstop Junction September 21-22, and is quite similar to Harvest Fest, although 

it has a pie eating contest.  Dale Heglund is in charge of filling the 2-hour 

volunteer slots for the weekend.  Let him know if you can help. 
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Picnics The summer’s pot luck picnics will be held on the 3
rd

 Tuesdays of June 

(18
th

), July (16
th
), and August (20

th
) at Sertoma #4 from 5:30 until 8:00.  The times 

are rather fluid, come before, stay later if you want.  Come for good food, fun 

conversation and a relaxing time to practice carving (Cancer Hearts are always an 

idea) or some other craft. 

Newsletter: The March April newsletter is out.  Please let Diane or Tom know if 

you have not received it. 

Show and Tell: besides presenting the project, Larry brought two beautifully 

incised birds.  Their majestic flourishes gave them an inspiring appearance.    

Dave purchased two lobster fishermen, a weir, a buoy and a small boat from a 

silent auction at the Sons of Norway.  The boat may come from a different set of 

figures, since it is much smaller.   

Eileen is creating a golf carving for one of her grandchildren.  She has a page 

showing a simple drawing of white clouds in a blue sky on the top half over a 

green grass.  The subject set in the grass is a driver club set to hit a golf ball off a 

tee.   Part way done, it looks like the copy in relief will be quite good. 

Eric G brought two penguins that his parents bought in South America, probably 

Argentina.  One is a cute little knick knack size, and the other is on the end of 

spoon. 

Becky W had a small-bowled spoon with a long handle, as well as a set of a 

spreader and an olive/pickle fork in a contemporary style, a very lovely reddish 

brown. 

The last two pictures are repeats from a previous newsletter, but they are nice to 

revisit.  Many members, I think, keep several projects in their carving carry-alls 

with tools and extra items such as pencils, sandpaper and bits of wood.  Donna still 

has her two lovely spoons, one the subject of Bob P’s project in February and the 

other a smaller unstained one with a feather handle.  The final photo shows two of 

Mike’s carvings.  Similar to Donna, one is February’s folding spoon project while 

the other is the sea turtle that Eric G taught.  

Eric G also displayed a new vinyl “Flickertail Woodcarvers” sign to be part of our 

demonstrations and shows. About 4ft x 1.5ft, it will be a good announcement for 

our carving areas. 
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May 4
th

, 2019 Whittle-In 

A robin!  What a nice project for Larry Graf to decide to share.  I think he said he 

got the idea from Pinterest.  Robins are well-known all over the North American 

Continent.  An industrious, migratory bird with a round orange belly and a round 

dark head, they are awaited in the waning part of winter as a harbinger of spring in 

the northern states.  Although they do migrate, the number that go south for the 

winter varies greatly by available food supplies of berries and fruit trees, and many 

overwinter in more protected areas near their summer grounds.  They live in urban 

areas, lawns, parks, farming areas and forests.  Robins stand upright.  They often 

take several hopping steps across the ground and cock their heads listening for 

worms or other prey underneath the surface.   

The male arrives first from the south, and stakes out his territory.  Once he attracts 

a mate, the female, which is usually paler in color than the male, constructs a cup 

shaped nest of dried grasses and twigs, reinforced with mud.  She and her mate 

have one to three broods a season with three to five chicks.  Although robins eat 

insects, worms, berries, etc., before laying each egg (she lays only one a day) the 

mother bird loads up on worms in the early morning, almost like women who crave 

a specific food while pregnant.   

Biliverdin, a pigment produced in the shell gland, is responsible for the blue color 

of the shell.  Similar pigmentation results in blue butterflies or moths and the blue 

shade of some human bruising.  The female incubates the eggs for 12-14 days, and 

the babies are born blind, naked and voraciously hungry.  Both parents feed the 

chicks for 14-16 days around 40 times a day.  The female may start building a 

second nest before the fledglings are ready to leave, putting the last few days of 

training more on her mate.   

Larry came with blanks for everyone, an instruction sheet, a set of four robins in 

different stages of completion and some templates to draw the wings on the bird.  

After people had gotten their blanks, Larry was available to help with any 

questions.  A painted robin was the last stage of completion.  It showed the patch 

of white underside on the bird.  With about 20 participants it was a nice crowd.  To 

celebrate the idea (if not the fact) of spring, the church had the tables decorated 

with tulips and daisies, perfect for the project. 
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A touch of spring 

 

Degrees of completion, right to left 
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Side view of the robin and the paper used to draw the wing 

 

Showing the area to paint white on the bottom of the robin 
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There were a good number of Show and Tell items this session.  In keeping with 

his theme of birds, Larry had two incised plaques.  One appears to be a dove.  The 

incisions are white, and the wings are raised in flight.  It is quite a heavenly 

representation.  The second bird’s incised lines are blue and there are 

embellishments to bring out the wing and tail feathers.  I don’t know if the bird is 

supposed to be a specific species or just a stylized bird in general.  Both, especially 

as a pair, would be graceful on any wall in a household.  Larry achieved the effect 

by wiping away the excess paint from the wood, just covering the cuts.   

Dave, who is a member of the Sons of Norway as well as a Flickertail, recently 

purchased two fishermen or lobstermen along with a lobster trap and buoy.  Their 

raingear reminds me of the Northeast Coast, along with the wool knit sweater.  

They have a lobster trap and a marker buoy.  In Maine, the buoys are painted 

specifically for each lobster catcher or boat.  The color scheme has to be unique to 

the lobsterman, and the design must be shown on both sides of the boat.  This one 

is red on top and white on the bottom.   

 

White fills the marks Larry made on the wood tablet 
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A more elaborate bird, also in flight 

One internet site showed the example of the chart for Monhegan Island, in Maine, 

in 1960.  None of the buoys had the pattern of Dave’s two lobstermen, but one 

with orange on top and white on the bottom belonged to Bobby Field, and that 

season there were 42 colored patterns registered for the island.  The pattern 

protects each man’s catch, and makes sure no one is catching more than they are 

allowed.  While most lobster buoys and traps are now Styrofoam or plastic, buoys 

used to be made of cedar.  The colors were passed down through families for 

generations, and many buoys were carved in various shapes by the owners.  While 

some wooden ones are still in use, they ding up the boats props.  Styrofoam fades, 

though, and needs repainting, and plastic can get crunched and deformed. 

Besides the two men, their trap and their buoy, Dave also got a small, clay colored 

canoe.  One of the men’s feet would just about fit in the main section, and the boat 

had no oars or other indications to say what its use was.  It may have been put for 

auction with the lobstermen because of their nautical theme.  Putting the buoy in 

the canoe helps the marker from getting lost due to its size.   
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Well-made Northeast Coast lobstermen 

Eileen always has interesting projects.  She is making a simple golf game relief for 

her granddaughter.  It looks like it’s about 7” x 5” or maybe 8” x 6”.  The drawing 

she used is sort of minimalist i.e.  a few extra lines, no extra colors.  The colors 

remind me of tempera paints for kids: blue sky, green grass, white clouds.  The 

subject is a driver club aiming at a ball on a tee.  The golf club and ball, though, 

are more detailed, with exterior dimples on the ball, and lines along the face of the 

driver.  The driver, ball, tee and clouds are in relief, along with the added frame.  It 

should make a valued gift. 

Eric G’s parents bring wonderful gifts for him when they return from their travels.  

From their visit to South America, probably Argentina, they gave him two 

penguins.  The first little fellow is several inches tall.  He is not supposed to be any 

specific species that lives in the vicinity of South America.  In contrast to most 

penguins, he has a little bit of white on his front and sort of white stripes on his 

head.  Still, his body shape, flipper arms and beak identify him as a penguin.  He 

would be an agreeable object to a cabinet or end table with other figurines.   
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Eileen’s present for her granddaughter 

The second penguin is on the handle of a spoon.  He’s formed into the top and is 

only an inch or two from the tip of his beak to his tail.  Not a certain type of 

penguin either, he is black and known by his shape.  The spoon is a stirring spoon 

for soups and stews and has a nice grain to it.   

Becky W brought some utensils as well.  Her spoon is yellowish with dark grain.  

It is nicely stained.  It has a small bowl and a curved handle.  It may have been 

fashioned for a specific use as it is so small.  The other two utensils appear to be a 

set.  The one is a spreader for butter or soft cheese.  The other is an olive/small 

pickle fork.  Their dark straight grain against the reddish brown color makes them 

look like they would be welcome in a society dinner.   

You’ll recognize the last several items.  They are repeats from the last newsletter, 

because their carvers still had them in their packs.  I thought that was OK anyway. 
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A cute, friendly penguin 

 

Eric’s parents following a penguin theme 
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An elegant set of utensils for hors’devours and a small spoon  

 

Donna’s small spoon with a feather handle; a folding spoon from February 
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Mike’s folding spoon and painted sea turtle from another project 

  

Eric G with our new “Flickertail Woodcarvers” sign 

Eric G modeled the new “Flickertail Woodcarvers” banner.  It appears to be about 

4 feet long and probably 1.5 feet wide.  The carving flickertail is in the right hand 

corner, and the words are drawn to look like they have a wood grain.  There are 

several grommet holes to attach it to where ever it is being hung.  

********************************************** 
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Spring Class May 17-19, 2019 

Carving a Wolf  

To honor our 50 year anniversary, some of the Flickertail Woodcarvers educational 

activities are being held at the Heritage Center.  The Spring Classes are one of 

those venues.  Usually, the Spring Class is one carving class held over a three or 

four day weekend.  This year, though, we combined a carving class with an art 

class to run over the same period, this year being three days.  We were fortunate to 

have access to two of the classroom/meeting rooms in the hallway of the Heritage 

Center.  Besides being set up for the carving class, the larger room is also equipped 

with kitchen facilities, a sink, countertop and a refrigerator.  The other room was 

laid out for the art projects.  As always with these sessions, people bring snacks 

enough to feed all of us without ever having to leave, but there is also a café in the 

building.  Bread, bars, scones and many kinds of wonderful things to eat graced the 

counter, and the amount was replenished daily.  Thanks to everyone who made and 

brought food. 

 

Bob demonstrating with a barely started head 

As to the main class, Bob Pedigo had us carving a wolf’s head in the round from 

basswood, about 6 inches in height.  Several people that were signed up couldn’t 
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make the class, so we don’t have a full complement of 12.  The room is very well 

lit with the tables set in an open rectangle, with Warren and Dale at the tables on 

one short end of the room, and three people each along the side tables.  Bob was 

set up on the other short end.  Bob had pictures of wolves with their heads looking 

every way possible to get an idea of how not only to carve the head shape proper, 

but the ears, eyes, nose, and, and mouth too. 

   

The same head after a little cutting 

In addition, he had a good number of templates in various stages of being done to 

help as well.  There were enough templates, and everyone had enough room at 

their tables that people could borrow one of Bob’s partially done heads for awhile, 

pass it to someone else when they had an area of their head done, and acquire 

another template to see the head from a different perspective.   

After everyone chose their blank, Bob began by showing us the first areas to cut 

back and cut down to begin to visualize the wolf breaking through the wood.  After 

mostly chiseling or gouging away the first layer, the cutting continued.  From 

trimming the ears, reducing the side of the face, chipping into the eye area, slicing 

away parts of the cheek area, and really minimizing the size of the muzzle a 

sleeker animal appeared. 
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Markings for future cutting on the same head 

 

Everyone paying attention to Bob’s direction 
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One template almost done, the other showing ears, eyes and marked areas 

Bob would occasionally gather us to show us as a group where we should be 

working, and pointing out the various pictures which illustrated the objectives he 

was trying to make.  Most of the time, though, he would help individual members 

of the class with their projects.   In discussing the modifications we were making to 

the blank, he noted that the blanks we have could also be used to create a coyote or 

a fox.   

While we carved and studied the progress we were making on our wolves, we also 

took small breaks now and then to see how others were doing, trade templates with 

each other and snack.  Larry had invented a tool that assisted him in drawing lines 

and there was a conversation about that.  People occasionally visited the art class to 

see what they were doing.  At least 4 or 5 women in the art class had husbands who 

were carving.  At lunch, some people looked at the Heritage Center exhibits, some 

people ate the lunch they brought and others went to the café nearby.  One 

weekend day, Ron came and set up a table for carving in front of our exhibit to 

visit and talk with visitors walking by.  An archaeological meeting on Saturday had 

Tom and me occasionally visiting people there and listening to information.   
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Snacking and conversation concerning Larry’s invention 

 

Note the progress made by the second day with Bob and Warren 
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As the overall structure of the wolf takes place, fur takes shape under the guidance 

of gouges and V-tools of various widths and sizes.  Paying attention to the way the 

hair lies along the back of its head, its cheeks, and its brow, how the muzzle hair 

flows short from the center of the nose down to the jaw line, looking so different 

from most of the pelt except on the back of its ears.  So the idea is to create the 

impression that it is in fact, a wolf.   

One of the areas that required attention, although not too much, was the wolf’s 

ears.  The interior ear has hair growing from both sides in, probably as insulation 

and protection from colder weather.  Looking carefully at the different photos gave 

the carver perspective on making it seem natural, and the color, often white, to give 

it eventually. 

Two problems that take more preparation to get correct are the wolf’s eyes and its 

upper lip.  Probably half or more of the class had to have help putting the eyes in 

correctly.  The shape, size and location - one or more caused difficulty.  Bob 

patiently helped each of us see how and why the eyes should be placed as they are 

in the canine’s skull, above but near the nasal cavity, with the inner corner 

recessed.  I imagine the several people who were already carving their next animal 

before the class was finished had an easier time with the second since they would 

have the lesson fresh in their memories.  

Ah, the upper lip.  The two lips don’t quite meet, you see.  The lower lip is 

definitely called a lower lip, but the upper lip in canines including wolves is called 

a flews.  Bob spent some time discussing that the upper lip, or flews, goes over the 

lower lip.  We stared at lots of examples trying to get the idea right, since the 

wolf’s mouth takes up a good portion of his face, and his expression should be 

correct.  In domesticated dogs, some flews have become, well, overwhelming and 

are a source of much drool.  In canines in general, flews are thought to assist in 

directing scent to the nose, especially working with the upper palate.  I think that 

would be useful in a wolf tracking prey.  An angled V-tool can work to get the 

correct amount of overlap.   

Minimal attention was paid on the base.  As with last year’s carving, the base can 

be a plain shaped piece of wood colored to match the carving, or embellished with 

gouge marks, or with something the carver wants.  One wolf is sitting on a bed of 
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rocks.  Bob had the back of one head marked with a paw print besides his name.  

That was quite impressive, partly, I suppose because it was unexpected.  Very nice. 

 

Dale trying to get the individual elements to come together as a wolf 

Some time was spent by various carvers working with wood burning tools to 

highlight the direction and texture of the wolf’s hair.  Parts of Sunday, Bob worked 

with us show how to apply paint, and blend it.  We paid attention to the various 

photos available.  No two wolf’s pelts were the same.  Not only was there a great 

difference in the colors expressed, but the markings around the eyes and rest of the 

head, while similar were actually quite individual.  As with most mammals, 

though, there was a lot of symmetry in each one.   

Before the class was complete Dale and Warren were beginning a second animal 

from the extra blanks that Bob had.  Dale was going to carve a fox, I think.  

Warren may have been going to do another wolf, but I don’t know.  Warren was 

detailed and careful, he may have wanted to try for increased perfection in a wolf.   

Bob’s teaching was thorough and extremely knowledgeable.  His preparation was 

wonderful with so many photos and templates.  And he was patient, listening and 

taking time for everyone.  An excellent instructor! 
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Bob painting 

 

One of Bob’s finished wolves 
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A polished butternut wolf 

 

A true thing 



31 
 

 

The Wolf Pack  

Visitors 

One of the enjoyable things about having the Spring Classes in the Heritage Center 

was that, depending where the teacher or class was in their lesson, their doors 

could be open to encourage passers-by to stop in and investigate what we were 

doing.  It was easier to do in the carving room since it was more of a meeting 

room, while the art sessions were in a smaller room with little side room for extra 

people to squeeze in.  Still, it was heartening to see families with one or several 

children come in and engage Bob, Rhonda or another of us in conversation and 

show the children what we were doing while their little beings were open to 

drinking in new experiences from the Heritage Center.  Several wanted to know if 

they could do that too.  Adults stopping in had, of course, different questions.  

They were often as interested as families, though.  One of the part time employees 

stopped in several times on her breaks, just to see how far we’d gotten. 
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Colored Pencil Class 

Our second class was taught by Rhonda Smith.  There was excitement about 

having her colored pencil drawing class among wives and some of the members 

who were curious to engage in something different.  Besides needing a set of 72 

colored pencils, it was noted that electric erasers and pencil sharpeners were a 

requirement.  Rhonda had the black paper and boards to work on, the tracing paper 

and blending tools.  As I mentioned, the room was smaller than the carving room 

and with a full complement of 12 students, all women, there was little extra space.  

Tables were again set up in a rectangle, but with less openness.  About four or five 

people sat at each side.  All the women had enough area to put their work out and 

move around, though.  Seven of the women were Flickertail wives, and another 

three were Flickertails.  Two were friends who had heard about the class and 

signed up.  They were not only welcome to come and see what the carving class 

was doing, but to eat the snacks in the kitchen, much of the food having been made 

by these participants. 

 

A drawn feather with a real one as an example 
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All the feathers are examples of a real one, but using one’s imagination 

Rhonda was set up in the back of the room.  She had her drawing on an easel 

where everyone could see it.  She talked about the tools that the students would be 

using and how to apply them.  She pointed out the differences among colors, why 

she employs the brands and kinds of tools she uses, and the importance of keeping 

your pencils sharp at all times.  Then she discussed the techniques they would be 

learning.  The first project was to become acquainted with the manner in which 

everyone would need to proceed.  Since the main project was an owl’s head, the 

initial project would be a feather. 

Everyone became engaged in sketching the feather.  The finished products all look 

like life portrayals, but of course, they are not exact copies of the feather.  One 

only has to look at their size, the varied browns and rustish colors in the interior 

vane, the white outlining the edges, the breaks in the vane, the white downy ends at 

the bottom of the rachis, and the after feathers between the downy ends, and the 

vane.  Together the feathers were immensely pleasing.  Knowing someone could 

draw so well so quickly.  All of them were distinctive.  A number of the students 

were already done with the feather by the time lunch time came or a little after. 
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The owl standing on Rhonda’s easel 

 

Participants at their table tracing the owl, look at all the colored pencils 
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The beginning steps in 

the illustration 
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Rhonda placed the owl drawing on the easel.  The students taped down black paper 

with removable tape on a board.  Along with the picture on the easel, everyone had 

a copy of the owl and tracing paper.  They transferred main parts of the picture 

onto the paper with faint marks.   Besides the marks for the head and nose, the eyes 

were represented and then, with white and black pencils, clearly depicted.  The 

main artistry begins with erasing some of the eye to add texture lines, and it 

continues from there. 

Rhonda went around the room helping those with questions and other problems.  

When you look up close, the drawing is much more complex than just a series of 

lines.  The white lines, for instance, are sometimes short and bunched together, as 

at the side of the eye or under the beak.  They may be a little longer and not so 

dense as when they follow the contour of the ear.  Finally, they can be longer still 

and scattered with only minimal direction as around the lower eye.  Judging just 

that takes time, patience and for me it would take a lot of erasing.   

Color, too, is another consideration.  There’s the white, and the brown, but slight 

amounts of ocherish or off-yellow run on the right side of the owl’s cheek and 

gently through some of the feathers below its head.  What shade and how much to 

apply of that and other minor shades or keeping it simple is another factor. 

This type of art is beautiful.  It is deliberate and focused, though.  A lot of thought 

and planning go into where you start to draw, the length of the lines, and how to 

create different patterns, like the stippling on the head between the eyebrows- even 

the beaks.  Everyone looks the same, but they are all distinctive.   

By sometime on Sunday morning, most of the class was ready for another project.  

Rhonda had a still life bowl of apples.  With that, the students had to take shading 

and line into account more, sort of like an intro to art class.  Green apples in a dark 

bowl next to a barn or shed wall.  Experimenting with curves in the apples and 

myriad variations of green and showing the room light on the front faces of the 

apples.  Accounting for the bit of red on the apples and the shadows under bowl 

and along the slanted board was also essential. 

Rhonda had a receptive group of women and they enjoyed learning how to draw 

the various projects.  Everyone had the right materials.  She was an excellent 

teacher, always available to assist and make suggestions.  A wonderful class.   
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A collage of owls 
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Intent on drawing apples 

 

Having fun, though, too 
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A Parliament of owls 

********************************************** 
May 21

st
, 2019 Whittle-In 

We got a preview of Warren Schlect’s project at the wolf carving class.  It is a 

portion of the US flag waving.  It’s a delightful feel-good carving for everyone.  

Our flag, with star deviations, has been our standard since June 1777.  The thirteen 

horizontal stripes, alternating red and white, are for the thirteen colonies.  The blue 

field or canton is a rectangular area at the top hoist corner.  It contains the 50 stars, 

one of each state.  Modified some 26 times, the last time was in 1960 for the 

addition of Hawaii.  Plans for possible future stars or states include Washington 

DC, Puerto Rico, and Guam.  None has legitimacy, however.   
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August 1777 was the first time the flag was flown in battle during the siege of Fort 

Stanwix in the Mohawk River Valley.  Massachusetts reinforcements told the New 

York militia about the adoption of the flag.  Soldiers used their white shirts, and 

red flannel petticoats from the officers’ wives.  Captain Swartwout’s blue cloth 

coat was used for the canton.  Taken together they sewed a flag.  The flag took on 

heightened status during the Civil War. It came to stand for nationalism and the 

denunciation of secessionism, and the Southern viewpoint.  The flag became a 

manifestation of those ideas, and merchants could not keep up with the demand.  

All six manned moon missions that successfully landed at different locations raised 

a flag at each site.  The exhaust from Apollo 11, however, blew that flag over.  The 

colors in the flag have no significance.  Those same colors in the US seal have 

meaning.  The white implies purity and innocence, red indicates hardiness and 

valor, while blue signifies vigilance, perseverance and justice.  

Warren created a piece of flag caught by the wind.  The red and white stripes are 

tossed about and some of the blue with white stars emerges in the middle.  Brilliant 

colors add to the overall positive impression.  He brought rectangular pieces of 

basswood to use as blanks.  There were paper drawings and tracing paper to 

transfer the design onto the wood.  Fairly flat gouges appeared to be the most 

useful tool to employ for most of the area.  Warren explained the dips and curves 

in the carving.  Looking at the four sides as well helps in planning how to take off 

the right amount of wood.  Warren walked around visiting and helping people who 

had questions.  There were about 15 to 20 members.  Not bad after such a busy 

weed end of carving and art.  Warren said to paint with acrylics, and opaque red 

and phalo-blue would give the truest results.   
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Warren’s finished template for the flag 

A number of members brought items for Show and Tell.  Some were from last 

week’s carving and art classes, and one was from the Fargo Show this spring.  

There are a couple others as well.   

The best Show and Tell, though, was Luci’s baby son Benjamin.  He was looking 

around, curious and taking everything in.  And he has hair, which not all newborns 

can say.  I got to sit and hold him.  While that was a joy for me, I didn’t get as 

much done on the flag as I would have liked. 

Becky W came with her completed wolf from last weekend.  I like that his eyes are 

looking up, which is different.  The pedestal is shaped and worked which is a 

pleasing accent.  Becky put the wolf’s paw print on the backside of his head the 

way Bob P did, although it isn’t cut into the wood yet.   

Marlene had her owl and feather drawings from last weekend.  Nicely frames, they 

would make a lovely addition to anyone’s walls.  The owl seems to have been 

freshly combed and groomed to have his picture taken. 
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Benjamin comfortable with Mom 

 

Curious about the wide world 



43 
 

 

Becky W’s watchful wolf 

 

Preliminary paw print on the back of his head 
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Marlene’s professional portraits 

Along with his project, Warren brought an ornament to show the type of thing you 

can make with the flag.  He glued gold braid around the three lower sides and 

threaded the braid to a top above the blue field side.  At the bottom he attached a 

photo of his son, in the Armed Services.  It was an excellent idea. 

We had some carvings from the Fargo Show last newsletter, including some 

Santas.  Troy let us see his Santa today.  The fur markings along the hat and coat 

are so good, his facial expression is so welcoming what a wonderful figurine. 

Bob P came with a pair of wooden shoes from Europe.  They are adorned with chip 

carving designs on the top and sides.  The shoes are almost perfect copies of each 

other.  On top of each is a circle with six rays or parts to it.  The designs on the 

sides compliment the elements of the main circular pattern.  There is a size marker 

inside so supposedly they can be worn, probably by a child.  They would be fun to 

wear for a short while to see how it feels. 

Eileen had a cheerful vase, with flowers whose petals are painted in vibrant colors.  

The petals and leaves are marked with black punctuates for further definition. 
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Warren’s son with the flag project                       

Troy’s Santa ready for the 

holidays 
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Bob’s shoes 

look like they 

and Santa come 

from a similar 

country 
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Kelly is working on a comfort cross right now and brought a diamond cane with 

him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly working quietly 

 

 


