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In this issue, check out Mike Knudson’s
leaf spirit similar to a Green Man but leaf
size. Seasonal renderings for monthly
Whittle Ins include Doug Smith’s
Christmas elf and Tom and Diane’s Santa
peeking out of a chimney. Our fall
beginners class had about 10 students.
Several teenagers participated with us in
our yearly December snake carving event.
They were there to learn how to carve and
help out. Also Dale Heglund taught four
classes of 4-H Students how to carve with
soap. Thanks to all the Flickertail
members who helped out with this
newsletter. For questions or future articles
send your info to Tom/Diane Turck at
tdturck@bis.midco.net. Good Carving!
Newsletter Team: Tom Turck_and Diane Lehman Turck__

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/flickertailwoodcarversnd/
Pintress - https://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwoodcarvers/
Flickertail Woodcarver projects are supported in part by grants
from the North Dakota Council on the Arts, which receives funding
from the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts.
They are also supported by grants from Dakota West Arts Council
and Montana Dakota Resources Group.

9-10-18 Update

Event Calendar
Meetings and Whittle-Ins are held at the Fellowship Hall in Trinity Lutheran
Church, 502 N 4th St Bismarck
Summer – June, July and August at Sertoma Park, Shelter #4

www.flickertail.org
December 7, 2019

Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM
Project by Diane and Tom Turck

December 17, 2019

Whittle-In, 7-9 PM
Project by Doug Emerson, snow snakes

January 4, 2020

Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM
Project by Doug Emerson, snow snakes

January 21, 2020

Whittle-In, 7-9 PM
Project by Cliff Orgaard
toadstools

February 1, 2020

Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM
Project by Bob Pedigo, love spoon

February 18, 2020

Whittle-In, 7-9 PM
Project by Eric Gaasland, pineapple

March 7, 2020

Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM
Project by Becky Weisgerber
(see below)

March 7, 2020

Ides of March Party – All Day
Coordinators Becky Weisgerber and Diane Turck

March 17, 2020

Whittle-In, 7-9 PM
Project by Becky Barnes

April 4, 2020

Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM
Project by Ed Ryan

April 21, 2020

Whittle-In, 7-9 PM
Project by Marlene Moser

April 18 - 19, 2020

Fargo Carving Show

May 1 – 3, 2020?

Spring Carving Class by Rick and Cathy Brereton
Rustic Loon

May 2, 2020

Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM
Project by Mitch Olson

May 19, 2020

Whittle-In, 7-9 PM
Project by Warren Schlecht

June 26 – 28, 2020

Wahpeton Carving Weekend
PAST EVENTS

June 18, 2019

Whittle-In, Sertoma Park, shelter 4, 5:30-8 PM
Grill and Potluck – Public is invited

June 21-23, 2019

Wahpeton Carving Weekend

July 16, 2019

Whittle-In, Sertoma Park, shelter 4, 5:30-8 PM
Grill and Potluck – Public is invited

July 27, 2019

Cross Ranch State Park, carving demo
Doug Emerson Coordinator

August 3 & 4, 2019

Capital Art Affair, carving demo,
Becky Weisgerber.

August 20, 2019

Whittle-In, Sertoma Park, shelter 4, 5:30-8 PM
Grill and Potluck – Public is invited

August 17, 2019

Harvest Feed at Buckstop, Junction, carving demo,
Mike Knudson Coordinator
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September 7, 2019

Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM
Project by Larry Graf

September 17, 2019

Whittle-In, 7-9 PM
Project by Perry Cook

September 25-28

Hostfest University (Kolrosing and Spoon Carving
Classes)
http://hostfest.com/hu/

September 28 and 29

Applefest at Buckstop Junction, carving
demos, Dale Heglund Coordinator

October 5, 2019

Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM
Project by Donna Grunett

October 11, 2019

Potluck at Quality Inn

October 12-13, 2019

Flickertail Woodcarving Show
50th Annual Show
North Dakota Heritage Center
Feature Carver, Oct 10-13 will be Jay Haavik Project –
Nordic style carving
Non-Carving Class – Teri Stegmiller – fabric painting Weekend
Carver – Karen Henderson – Green wood spoon carving

October 15, 2019

Whittle-In, 7-9 PM
Project by Vince Bitz

November 2, 2019

Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM
Project by Mike Knudson

November 19, 2019

Whittle-In, 7-9 PM
Project by Doug Smith
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Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers
November 2nd, 2019, Trinity Lutheran Church
Eric G, called the meeting to order.
Mike Knudson presented a leaf spirit, like a Green Man, but leaf size.
Edgewood Vista: Carvers are longer meeting at Edgewood Vista.
Cancer Hearts: Please keep making hearts when you have a chance. Doug E
reiterated how important it is. If you would rather not paint them, Warren has an
arrangement with Touchmark. They have an art group who will paint any heart
that we make. We can give them to Warren at a meeting, and he will take care of
it.
Guest: none.
Show and Tell: Doug E brought an amazing eagle called a Sansaro-bori from
Japan.
Becky B has a Kodama sitting on her carving case. They are little creatures who
live in healthy forests. She also had a toy triceratops.
Vince brought a wonderful diamond willow with 27 diamonds and an eagle for the
top of the walking stick.
Eric T has a delicately carved salt spoon from Donna’s project.
Mitch brought an oversize knife similar to the knife he gave away for the raffle,
except this one has a straight rather than a curved blade. It would give a nasty cut
if it were at all sharp.
Secretary’s Report: Diane forgot the minutes, but noted there was not anything
that needed to be read into the current meeting. Becky Barnes had taken the
September minutes, though, and deserved thanks. They were well done.
Treasurer’s Report: $3301 in the account. Money is still being moved about
from the show, though. I moved and Vince seconded.
Membership: N/A.
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Property: It appears the lock only jams if it shut and rammed too tightly. Vince
and Eric G were logging in the new tools into the inventory in preparation for
purchase.
Library: Becky W bought the library a new book about puppets. Eric G will soon
be submitting a book, and there may be a few more coming. Make use of our
library. It’s a great resource.
Publicity: Becky W did a Dakota Media Access Interview. They have provided us
the audio file to place on the website and Facebook. Becky and Clara did a TV
interview as well.
Historian: N/A.
Facebook: Eric G is working on Facebook but has been under the weather.
Website/Instagram: Becky B stated that the website is up to date.
Buckstop Junction: N/A.
Annual Woodcarver’s Show: Eric said the Heritage Center said that many of the
people coming in that weekend told the docents they were coming to see the
carving show. So even though attendance was less than we’d hoped for, it really
had to do with the weather.
Doug E asked if we like the banquet at the Harvest Brazilian Grill and wanted to
go there next year. Consensus was we should go there again.
Some raffle prizes are left to go out.
Next year’s Master Carver will be lectured Vic Hood. He will be doing a
caricature bust about 12” high in butternut. He will have a variety of options
available.
Programs: The Spring class in May will be taught by Cathy and Rick Brereton.
They will be train us how to carve the loon they had at the show. Registration will
be open January 1st.
Beginning Carving Class: Eric said 10 students have started the class. One
child’s mother may eventually join. Seems like a good group.
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New Business: Election Committee will be Eric T, Doug E and Becky W to
nominate pres. elect, membership, sec., newsletter, and library.
Old Business: The Holiday/Winter Party will be in January, but both Becky and I
forgot the date Dale suggested.
Announcements: We have Travel mugs ($15), Knives ($35), Patches ($3), and
Stickers ($1) for sale. In addition, we have really cool business cards with
Flickertail Facebook pictures on the back for free! (Free advertising and
interesting as well).
Anyone having information for the newsletter, email it to Tom Turck at
tdturck@bis.midco.net .
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted by Diane Lehman Turck Secretary

**********************************************
November 2nd, 2019 Whittle-In
Mike’s gallery of Green Men leaves with distinctive expressions
There were about 18 members at the church all ready to make one of Mike’s tree
creatures along with Rob and Casey from the beginner’s class. Several members
brought items for Show and Tell. Doug E purchased a Sansaro-bori from Japan. It
is an eagle, carved in a specific manner, from the Sansaro region in Japan and is a
practice that has been used for hundreds of years. The owners of the shop have
been doing this type of carving for many generations and not only the carving but
the painting on the eagle is traditional.
Becky B’s carving case was sporting a little fellow called a Kodama. They are
spirits found in Japanese folklore. Living in mountainous forests, not only the
spirit in the tree, but the tree itself is designated Kodama. The word and belief in
Kodama is very old, before written language. Cutting down a Kodama inhabited
tree will bring a curse. Kodama is similar to the idea of dryads in Greek
mythology.
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Strong with delicate looking feathers, a Sansoro-eagle
The other thing Becky showed was a wonderful toy-like representation of a
triceratops dinosaur. With a neck frill of horn, a horn near each eye and another
above his parrot like beak he looks like a plaything for a lot of prehistoric or
adventure scenarios.
Vince has a diamond willow. There are a total of 27 diamonds and a superb
appearance of tan and brown bands coursing up and down the cane. At the top of
the stick, a little taller than Vince, is an eagle’s head staring down at its surround
ings.
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Becky’s Kodama and triceratops,
and Vince’s diamond willow and
mouse
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As you can see from the little picture, Vince also brought a mouse. In fact, he
brought enough mouse blanks for everyone. Cute and not difficult to make, their
heads look down over the edge of a shelf. Vince was due to be the project leader
for our October 15th Whittle-In but forgot, so he came with an extra one to take
home for today. That was very nice of him.
Several of the group, who came on October 15th, missed Donna’s session on
October 5th and were able to take advantage of extra spoons she still was carrying
on the latter date. Eric T was one who benefitted. He created a lovely salt cellar
spoon. Mitch, who made an oversize carving knife for the raffle in the fall show,
made a straight knife one just for himself.

Eric T’s salt cellar spoon

Mitch’s large knife (not sharp)
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**********************************************
November 19th, 2019 Whittle-In
The days are getting shorter and the Thanksgiving decorations will be on the tables
for another couple weeks. December is just around the corner. Doug Smith
presented a seasonal elf to carve. The older, completed fellow has a learned look
in his eye. The painting of the main elf is done to bring out a weathered
appearance. Doug even took the shine off the elf’s eye glasses. Very nice!
Slightly different painting treatment and carving and the elves could appear to be
tired or mischievous or any of a dozen other expressions. Doug has several others
that he is in the middle of carving. One thing that Doug does change on the elves
is their hats. Some have twists and turns to the top above the head, while others
are quite simple. Each style gives a little different character.
Doug brought eye hooks and strips of thin craft metal to attach to the elves caps to
make them ornaments and thin gold wire bent in the shape of glasses to attach to
their faces.

Two of Doug’s elves
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Some of the other elves. Note the glasses in the corner
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Note the progression in carving from right to left

The student class working on chip carving
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Talking and carving. Note the centerpieces
Donna Grunett has been working on a couple of carving projects. One is a scoop
with a handle. It could be used as a spoon or a small ladle. The other, not quite
finished, is a leaf from Mike’s project. The back is finished with a main vein
running down the center and side veins going to the points, all well sanded in. The
front of the leaf has a face where the stem and the two top points look like a hat.
Right now the eyes are drawn in. Cheeks and nose are below the eyes, and the
bottom two points traveling up to the mouth are covered in beard hair and
mustache.
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Donna’s scoop
Warren showed two chip carved sleds. They were one of the projects presented in
the recent Woodcarving Illustrated magazine.
He modified the runners
remembering how his sleds worked as a child. The top of the sled is glued to the
runners, and the wood piece between the runners is also glued. Simple but elegant
designs on the runners and the surface of the sled make it a project that is truly
pleasing.
Eric T had the final Show and Tell. He has just begun to carve a fox. The only
part sticking away from the wood block yet is his tail.
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Back of the leaf

Front of the leaf
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Chip carved sleds

The tail end
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**********************************************
Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers
December 7th, 2019, Trinity Lutheran Church
Eric G called the meeting to order. There were about 18 people present.
Diane Lehman Turck and Tom Turck’s project featured Santa’s nose and hat
poking up from a chimney.
Cancer Hearts: Please keep making hearts when you have a chance.
Guests: Two students came to carve at the regular meeting. Ben, and Rob Casey.
In addition, Nuala, Becky B’s daughter accompanied her.
Show and Tell: Eric T is working on his fox’s face. Vince has a beautiful flower
composed of three sections. Becky B brought several little ornaments: a bison, a
dinosaur, a fox and a goat. She also had a North Dakota nametag she had
fashioned for Karen Pedigo. Becky W carved a sign for a knifemaker from the
annual show. She also had some designs pieces. Eric G displayed a unique heart
and Dave had some winter designs in his carving box.
Secretary’s Report: Reviewed. Eric T motioned and Vince 2nded. Accepted.
Treasurer’s Report: Doug reported for Warren. All bills are paid. We have
$5,489.41 in our account. Diane motioned and Ron 2nded. Accepted.
Membership: We have about 77 members; 30 or so have paid.
Property: Vince has been conducting an inventory of gloves and knives. We
have 8 extra V-tools that we will incorporate with the beginner sets for next year.
Library: Cliff reports that we have a few new books: one soap carving, one on a
Kachina, a signed one on marionettes and at least one more. Come and see what
there is to offer.
Publicity: Becky W will be mailing the last of the raffle presents right after the
meeting.
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Historian: Clara isn’t here. I expect she’s where it’s warmer.
Facebook: Eric has been under the weather, but things are going well.
Website/Instagram: Doing fine. The contact page is working.
Buckstop Junction: Winter.
Annual Woodcarver’s Show: We have several extra tumblers ($15) and knives
($35) from the show for sale. Both are very good quality and the tumblers are
quite nice in appearance as well.
See publicity on raffle.
Programs: Beginning classes are doing well.
The spring class, May 1-3 will feature Cathy and Rick Brereton instructing on
carving a loon. See the flier at the beginning of this newsletter for more
information.
New Business: Sons of Norway will be having a Lutefisk Supper on Saturday, Jan
25 from 2-6 here at the church. We are invited to attend and we are invited to have
a Demonstration Booth.
The Bismarck Public Library would like us to have a display in their front cabinet
starting in August and into the fall (3 mos). What would we like to show?
Suggestions include chip carvings, spoons and caricatures. The annual show this
year will have a caricaturist.
Old Business: The election committee is working on positions for President elect,
newsletter, secretary, librarian and membership. If you are interested in having
one of those positions please let one of the committee members know.
The Christmas/holiday party may become the Ides of March or St Pat’s day party.
Shoes: Please scrape chips off of shoes and brush slacks before leaving the room.
Thanks.
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted by Diane Lehman Turck, Secretary
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**********************************************
December 7th, 2019 Whittle-In
Christmas was coming so a Christmas ornament was appropriate. The small 5 1/2
x 1 inch square decoration is Santa’s hat and cherry-red nose appearing over the
rim of a chimney. Somewhere around the 12th century larger buildings, such as
castles, were first constructed with chimneys in Europe. Before then, fire was set
on a clay or brick surface in the center of the room, and what smoke escaped the
house did so from a hole in the roof or in a wall made for that purpose. Buildings
and homes were usually smoke filled. By the end of the 12 th century hearths were
moved against a back wall where flues could control the smoke out of a one or two
story fireplace.
Because chimneys were inefficient and dangerous, movements in England in the
early 17th century led to demands that wooden, and waddle and daub constructions
be replaced with brick and mortar and further, that the brick construction extend 4
½ feet above the roofline. In America, safety measures were not instituted,
although population centers did have fire wardens. Fireplaces were erected along
an outside wall so in case of fire, they could be quickly torn away from the house.
In the latter half of the 1700s, Benjamin Franklin and Benjamin Thompson, known
as Count Rumford, worked on the problem of smoke entering the house. Until that
time, smoke was thought to somehow transport heat to the rooms. Once the smoke
was redirected and the heat was captured, fireplaces became welcome into the
home of the 1850s.
The first time Santa entered a home through a chimney was in an 1812 book by
Washington Irving. For several hundred years previously, brownies, fairies, elves
and witches used the area of the hearth as a transition space where supernatural
folk could enter homes. Historical figures becoming legends such as St. Nicholas
took advantage of these methods and people like Washington Irving, Thomas Nast
and in the early 1930s, Coca Cola made the stories come to life.
Bob Kozakliewicz created this little, easy carving for the last Woodcarving
Illustrated of the year. With a ruler and pencil, the chimney cap was defined by
two lines. The remainder of the chimney tower was defined by horizontal and
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vertical lines, closely to measure but not exact. After the bricks were drawn, and
Santa’s nose and hat were defined, the carver created a series of long, horizontal
V-cuts connected by short vertical V-cuts for the chimney bricks. Finally the nose
had to be rounded and the hat fur shaped. And last the hat shown with a rippling
movement and a puff ball at the top. The painting instructions were good, with the
V-cuts wide enough to exclude the brick red paints. Red or green ribbon and an
eye-screw were given with the templates.
About 18 people including a couple of students and Nuala, Becky B’s daughter
were at the meeting. It was fairly lively with a lot of visiting going on around the
room. Vince set up a station at one of the tables to take an inventory of gloves and
knives. He discovered we have eight extra V-tools. At the meeting we decided to
incorporate them in with the beginner sets for next year.
Eric T has gotten far on his fox. He is working on the face to make sure it has the
look of a fox, rather than some other in the canid family. Vince had a stunning
yellow rose that would grace any coffee table of shelf.

Vince discussing inventory with Doug E
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Eric working on the trees and paying attention to the face
Nuala was helping to make sure people saw the pretty little ornaments that her
mother, Becky B had brought with her. Little intarsia ornaments, they could be
hung anywhere and would look perfect on a Christmas tree. There were two red
fox, two goats, twin T-rexes, and three bison. In addition Becky had finished a
nametag that looks like a star quilt square for Karen Pedigo.
Becky W had a commission to carve a sign for a knifemaker advertising his
business. He hired her during the annual show. She has completed that
assignment and fashioned two art pieces as well. One may be from Karen
Henderson’s designs that she was selling and the other from a book that Becky
owns.
Eric G found a distinctive piece of wood from which to create a one-of-a-kind
heart. Dave didn’t show me anything, but when I was passing beside his box, I
saw the familiar first carvings of a Christmas stocking and a tree. I just had to take
a picture.
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The yellow rose of North Dakota

Cute intarsia ornaments
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Karen P’s nametag in earthtones

A professional sign for Clifford Kaufmann, Knifemaker
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A well-executed trefoil

The start of another complex piece by Becky W
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The special heart crafted by Eric G

A view into Dave’s carving box
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**********************************************
December 17th, 2019 Whittle-In
For over 20 years Flickertails have fashioned snakes for Kurt Weinberg’s 4 th grade
Phy Ed class at Highland Acres, adding the 4th grade class at Roosevelt Elementary
as well several years ago. Doug Emerson is in charge of the project. This year he
came prepared with 44 3 foot lengths of wood with the squared edges rounded off.
Enough for both elementary school class room students to each get his or her own
snake. Except for new club members, everyone knows about our yearly snake
racing project. A simple undertaking, everyone takes a snake or two and modifies
the head so it is looking up, and tail so it is tapered or with rattles. Then a design
of the carver’s choosing is scrolled down the back or sides of snake/stick. There
are usually two sessions, one in December and a second in January to finish the
last of the carvings since we now cover two schools.
The idea came from a summer camp activity. Counselors were emulating an
Ojibwa or Chippewa Native American sport where modified branches were thrown
down an ice covered hill by teams in a series of heats to see who could win by
going the farthest. Teachers returned from camp with a way for students to
combine lessons in learning about Native American cultures, have an art session,
and get to race their snakes down a snowy/icy hill to see who can get the farthest
for a Phy Ed lesson. Lately, the teacher gives the winners Sacagawea coins and
explains who she was.
The head should look up so the fellow hits the snow at an angle rather than square
on to help with speed. The rattles are just ‘cause what’s better than a rattlesnake?
The kids like learning about the games and sports of Native Americans, using
paints to compliment carving modifications made to the snake, and really enjoy
throwing the snakes down the slope to see whose can go the best. The race was
even reported in a winter edition of the Woodcarvers Illustrated.
Everyone at the meeting either works on their own project, or looks through the
available “snakes” for the right one. Most people actually just grab one, but some
like to check out the grain marks and knot variations in the wood. Then members
take the snake-to-be back to the table and carve chatting with others.
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The head of one of the children’s snakes
This Tuesday there were about 16 people present. In addition, several parents
brought teenagers some of whom liked the idea of snake carving. Besides the
adolescents, Luci came and had Ben with her. He’s such a content little boy; it’s
always a joy to see him. So many children were there it was like a family
gathering.
A few Show and Tell items were evident. Eric T’s fox is now standing by a dead
tree. Discussion around the animal was whether its muzzle was really that of a fox
or some other canid. The tail is certainly that of a fox.
Cliff worked on his Santa in a chimney from the last project and has a wonderful
rendition peeking out of the chimney top.
Mike brought a relief carving of Satchel Paige done in black walnut. A stitched
baseball is in the upper left of the panel. Very well done.
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Another relief carving was a finely crafted cross on a small portion of wood. The
lengthwise cuts are nicely executed and it is a lovely piece.

Santa peeking out from the chimney

Luci with a sleepy Ben

An emergent fox
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A cross for a wall or
coffee table

Satchel Paige relief in black walnut

**********************************************
December 2019
4-H Soap Carving Class
Dale Heglund volunteered to teach four classes of 4-H Students how to carve with
soap near Wahpeton in Richland County. He used the Cub Scout requirements and
some assistance from Doug E regarding tools to use and patterns that are easy to
carve for beginners. Doug provided him with a boot and fish designs. Dale found
that a paper clip is a good addition to soap carving tools of plastic knives and
spoons. He also creatively used wire brushes. All of these helped when
conducting the classes.

