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In this issue, check out Mike Knudsonôs 

leaf spirit similar to a Green Man but leaf 

size.  Seasonal renderings for monthly 

Whittle Ins include Doug Smithôs 

Christmas elf and Tom and Dianeôs Santa 

peeking out of a chimney. Our fall 

beginners class had about 10 students. 

Several teenagers participated with us in 

our yearly December snake carving event. 

They were there to learn how to carve and 

help out.   Also Dale Heglund taught four 

classes of 4-H Students how to carve with 

soap. Thanks to all the Flickertail 

members who helped out with this 

newsletter. For questions or future articles 

send your info to Tom/Diane Turck at 

tdturck@bis.midco.net. Good Carving! 
Newsletter Team: Tom Turck_and Diane Lehman Turck__                                                    

           Facebook - 

https://www.facebook.com/flickertailwoodcarversnd/   

                                             Pintress - https://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwoodcarvers/ 

     
Flickertail Woodcarver projects are supported in part by grants 

from the North Dakota Council on the Arts, which receives funding 

from the state legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

They are also supported by grants from Dakota West Arts Council 

and Montana Dakota Resources Group. 
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Event Calendar 
Meetings and Whittle-Ins are held at the Fellowship Hall in Trinity Lutheran 

Church, 502 N 4th St Bismarck 
 

Summer ï June, July and August at Sertoma Park, Shelter #4 
 

 

www.flickertail.org 

 

December 7, 2019 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 
Project by Diane and Tom Turck 

 
December 17, 2019 Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

Project by Doug Emerson, snow snakes 
 

January 4, 2020 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 
Project by Doug Emerson, snow snakes 

 
January 21, 2020 Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

Project by Cliff Orgaard 
toadstools 

 

February 1, 2020 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 
Project by Bob Pedigo, love spoon 

 

February 18, 2020 Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 
Project by Eric Gaasland, pineapple 
 
 

http://www.flickertail.org/


March 7, 2020 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 
Project by Becky Weisgerber 
(see below) 

 
March 7, 2020 Ides of March Party ï All Day 

Coordinators Becky Weisgerber and Diane Turck 
 

March 17, 2020 Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 
Project by Becky Barnes 

 
April 4, 2020 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project by Ed Ryan 
 

April 21, 2020 Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 
Project by Marlene Moser 

April 18 - 19, 2020 Fargo Carving Show 

May 1 ï 3, 2020? Spring Carving Class by Rick and Cathy Brereton 
Rustic Loon 

 

May 2, 2020 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 
Project by Mitch Olson 

 
May 19, 2020 Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

Project by Warren Schlecht 

June 26 ï 28, 2020 Wahpeton Carving Weekend 

PAST EVENTS 

 
June 18, 2019 Whittle-In, Sertoma Park, shelter 4, 5:30-8 PM 

Grill and Potluck ï Public is invited 

June 21-23, 2019 Wahpeton Carving Weekend 

July 16, 2019 Whittle-In, Sertoma Park, shelter 4, 5:30-8 PM 
Grill and Potluck ï Public is invited 

 
July 27, 2019 Cross Ranch State Park, carving demo 

Doug Emerson Coordinator 
 

August 3 & 4, 2019 Capital Art Affair, carving demo, 
Becky Weisgerber. 

 

August 20, 2019 Whittle-In, Sertoma Park, shelter 4, 5:30-8 PM 
Grill and Potluck ï Public is invited 

 
August 17, 2019 Harvest Feed at Buckstop, Junction, carving demo, 

Mike Knudson Coordinator 
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September 7, 2019 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 
Project by Larry Graf 

 
September 17, 2019 Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

Project by Perry Cook 
 
September 25-28 Hostfest University (Kolrosing and Spoon Carving 

Classes) 
http://hostfest.com/hu/ 

 

September 28 and 29 Applefest at Buckstop Junction, carving 
demos, Dale Heglund Coordinator 

 
October 5, 2019 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project by Donna Grunett 

October 11, 2019 Potluck at Quality Inn 

 

October 12-13, 2019 Flickertail Woodcarving Show 
50th Annual Show 
North Dakota Heritage Center 

Feature Carver, Oct 10-13 will be Jay Haavik Project ς 

Nordic style carving 

Non-Carving Class ς Teri Stegmiller ς fabric painting Weekend 

Carver ς Karen Henderson ς Green wood spoon carving 

 

October 15, 2019  Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 
Project by Vince Bitz 

 

November 2, 2019 Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 
Project by Mike Knudson 

 
November 19, 2019 Whittle-In, 7-9 PM 

Project by Doug Smith 

 

 

 

 

http://hostfest.com/hu/
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Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers 

November 2
nd

, 2019, Trinity Lutheran Church 

Eric G, called the meeting to order.     

Mike Knudson presented a leaf spirit, like a Green Man, but leaf size.   

Edgewood Vista:  Carvers are longer meeting at Edgewood Vista. 

Cancer Hearts: Please keep making hearts when you have a chance.  Doug E 

reiterated how important it is.  If you would rather not paint them, Warren has an 

arrangement with Touchmark.  They have an art group who will paint any heart 

that we make.  We can give them to Warren at a meeting, and he will take care of 

it. 

Guest: none. 

Show and Tell: Doug E brought an amazing eagle called a Sansaro-bori from 

Japan.   

Becky B has a Kodama sitting on her carving case.  They are little creatures who 

live in healthy forests.  She also had a toy triceratops.   

Vince brought a wonderful diamond willow with 27 diamonds and an eagle for the 

top of the walking stick.   

Eric T has a delicately carved salt spoon from Donnaôs project. 

Mitch brought an oversize knife similar to the knife he gave away for the raffle, 

except this one has a straight rather than a curved blade.  It would give a nasty cut 

if it were at all sharp. 

Secretaryôs Report: Diane forgot the minutes, but noted there was not anything 

that needed to be read into the current meeting.  Becky Barnes had taken the 

September minutes, though, and deserved thanks. They were well done.   

Treasurerôs Report: $3301 in the account.  Money is still being moved about 

from the show, though. I moved and Vince seconded.  

Membership: N/A. 



6 
 

Property:   It appears the lock only jams if it shut and rammed too tightly.  Vince 

and Eric G were logging in the new tools into the inventory in preparation for 

purchase. 

Library :  Becky W bought the library a new book about puppets.  Eric G will soon 

be submitting a book, and there may be a few more coming.  Make use of our 

library.  Itôs a great resource. 

Publicity: Becky W did a Dakota Media Access Interview.  They have provided us 

the audio file to place on the website and Facebook.  Becky and Clara did a TV 

interview as well. 

Historian:  N/A. 

Facebook: Eric G is working on Facebook but has been under the weather. 

Website/Instagram: Becky B stated that the website is up to date.  

Buckstop Junction: N/A. 

Annual Woodcarverôs Show: Eric said the Heritage Center said that many of the 

people coming in that weekend told the docents they were coming to see the 

carving show.  So even though attendance was less than weôd hoped for, it really 

had to do with the weather. 

Doug E asked if we like the banquet at the Harvest Brazilian Grill and wanted to 

go there next year.  Consensus was we should go there again.  

Some raffle prizes are left to go out. 

Next yearôs Master Carver will be lectured Vic Hood.  He will be doing a 

caricature bust about 12ò high in butternut.  He will have a variety of options 

available. 

Programs: The Spring class in May will be taught by Cathy and Rick Brereton.  

They will be train us how to carve the loon they had at the show.  Registration will 

be open January 1
st
.   

Beginning Carving Class: Eric said 10 students have started the class.  One 

childôs mother may eventually join.  Seems like a good group. 
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New Business: Election Committee will be Eric T, Doug E and Becky W to 

nominate pres. elect, membership, sec., newsletter, and library. 

Old Business: The Holiday/Winter Party will be in January, but both Becky and I 

forgot the date Dale suggested.  

Announcements: We have Travel mugs ($15), Knives ($35), Patches ($3), and 

Stickers ($1) for sale.  In addition, we have really cool business cards with 

Flickertail Facebook pictures on the back for free!  (Free advertising and 

interesting as well). 

Anyone having information for the newsletter, email it to Tom Turck at 

tdturck@bis.midco.net . 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted by Diane Lehman Turck Secretary     

**********************************************  

November 2
nd

, 2019 Whittle-In  

   Mikeôs gallery of Green Men leaves with distinctive expressions               

There were about 18 members at the church all ready to make one of Mikeôs tree 

creatures along with Rob and Casey from the beginnerôs class.  Several members 

brought items for Show and Tell.  Doug E purchased a Sansaro-bori from Japan.  It 

is an eagle, carved in a specific manner, from the Sansaro region in Japan and is a 

practice that has been used for hundreds of years.  The owners of the shop have 

been doing this type of carving for many generations and not only the carving but 

the painting on the eagle is traditional. 

Becky Bôs carving case was sporting a little fellow called a Kodama.  They are 

spirits found in Japanese folklore.  Living in mountainous forests, not only the 

spirit in the tree, but the tree itself is designated Kodama.  The word and belief in 

Kodama is very old, before written language.  Cutting down a Kodama inhabited 

tree will bring a curse.  Kodama is similar to the idea of dryads in Greek 

mythology.   

mailto:tdturck@bis.midco.net
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Strong with delicate looking feathers, a Sansoro-eagle 

The other thing Becky showed was a wonderful toy-like representation of a 

triceratops dinosaur.  With a neck frill of horn, a horn near each eye and another 

above his parrot like beak he looks like a plaything for a lot of prehistoric or 

adventure scenarios.    

Vince has a diamond willow.  There are a total of 27 diamonds and a superb 

appearance of tan and brown bands coursing up and down the cane.  At the top of 

the stick, a little taller than Vince, is an eagleôs head staring down at its surround 

ings. 
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 Beckyôs Kodama and triceratops, 

and Vinceôs diamond willow and 

mouse 
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As you can see from the little picture, Vince also brought a mouse.  In fact, he 

brought enough mouse blanks for everyone.  Cute and not difficult to make, their 

heads look down over the edge of a shelf.  Vince was due to be the project leader 

for our October 15
th
 Whittle-In but forgot, so he came with an extra one to take 

home for today.  That was very nice of him.  

Several of the group, who came on October 15
th
, missed Donnaôs session on 

October 5th and were able to take advantage of extra spoons she still was carrying 

on the latter date.  Eric T was one who benefitted.  He created a lovely salt cellar 

spoon. Mitch, who made an oversize carving knife for the raffle in the fall show, 

made a straight knife one just for himself.  

 

 

 

Eric Tôs salt cellar spoon                         Mitchôs large knife (not sharp) 
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**********************************************  

November 19
th
, 2019 Whittle-In  

The days are getting shorter and the Thanksgiving decorations will be on the tables 

for another couple weeks.  December is just around the corner.  Doug Smith 

presented a seasonal elf to carve.  The older, completed fellow has a learned look 

in his eye.  The painting of the main elf is done to bring out a weathered 

appearance.  Doug even took the shine off the elfôs eye glasses.  Very nice!  

Slightly different painting treatment and carving and the elves could appear to be 

tired or mischievous or any of a dozen other expressions.  Doug has several others 

that he is in the middle of carving.  One thing that Doug does change on the elves 

is their hats.  Some have twists and turns to the top above the head, while others 

are quite simple.  Each style gives a little different character.  

Doug brought eye hooks and strips of thin craft metal to attach to the elves caps to 

make them ornaments and thin gold wire bent in the shape of glasses to attach to 

their faces.  

 

Two of Dougôs elves 
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Some of the other elves.  Note the glasses in the corner 
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Note the progression in carving from right to left 

 

The student class working on chip carving 
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Talking and carving.  Note the centerpieces 

Donna Grunett has been working on a couple of carving projects.  One is a scoop 

with a handle.  It could be used as a spoon or a small ladle.  The other, not quite 

finished, is a leaf from Mikeôs project.  The back is finished with a main vein 

running down the center and side veins going to the points, all well sanded in.  The 

front of the leaf has a face where the stem and the two top points look like a hat.  

Right now the eyes are drawn in.  Cheeks and nose are below the eyes, and the 

bottom two points traveling up to the mouth are covered in beard hair and 

mustache.   


