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The Curling Chip    

September/October 

We hope everyone is staying warm.  The fall 

show in October was enjoyable and the 

Mayor brothers, Andy and Aaron, were great 

teachers. In addition, we signed up a number 

of new members for classes. All of them 

made it through their carving lessons, and 

some are showing up for later Whittle-Ins.  

This is the time of year to get your dues to 

Doug S.  They are only $15 for a year, and 

$25 for a family.  This month, on Saturday 

January 28, is our Winter Celebration at the 

Hillside Aquatic Center located at 1719 E 

Boulevard, which opens at 8:00 AM. We will 

be doing Stage I of the ‘Bookworm through the Book Project’. Cost is $10 and 

anyone can sign-up.  Later, for supper we will have a potluck.  Stage II will be at 

the Whittle-In on February 22. Becky W and Warren will be on hand to help with 

the painting. For questions or future articles send your info to Tom/Diane Turck at 

email address tdturck@bis.midco.net. Good Carving! Newsletter Team: Tom Turck 

and Diane Lehman Turck__                                                    

         FLICKERTAIL WOODCARVERS, PO BOX 7473 

                                          BISMARCK ND 58507 

Website:  https://flickertailwoodcarvers.org/ 
 Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/flickertailwoodcarversnd/   

 Pintress - https://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwoodcarvers/ 
     
Flickertail Woodcarver projects are supported in part by grants from the 

North Dakota Council on the Arts, which receives funding from the state 

legislature and the National Endowment for the Arts. They are also 

supported by grants from Dakota West Arts Council and Montana 

Dakota Resources Group. 
 

mailto:tdturck@bis.midco.net
https://www.facebook.com/flickertailwoodcarversnd/
https://www.pinterest.com/flickertailwood/
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Event 
Calendar 

 
Meetings and Whittle-Ins are held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Bismarck 

Summer – June, July and August at Sertoma Park, Shelter #5 

Website - 

https://flickertailwoodcarvers.org/ 

Facebook - @Flickertailwoodcarversnd 

Twitter - @FlickertailND 

Instagram - @flickertailwoodcarvers 

YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/@FlickertailWoodcarvers (new!) 

 

 

September 3, 2022 Saturday morning no meeting  

 Labor Day is September 5 
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September 20, 2022 Tuesday evening, Whittle-In, 7-9 

 Project by Becky Barnes-Dala Dino 

 

September 24-24, 2022 Applefest Buckstop Junction, Sat 11-5, Sun 11-4 

 Event Lead-Mike Knudson 

 

October 1, 2022 Saturday morning, monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

 Prep for the Show-Dale Heglund & Bob Pedigo 

 

 

October 18, 2022 Tuesday evening, Whittle-In, 7:00-9 PM 

Project by Larry Graf - pelican 

 

November 5, 2022 Saturday morning, Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project by Doug Emerson – wood burning 

 

November 15, 2022 Tuesday evening, Whittle-In, 7:00-9 PM 

Project -Troy Freize - Fish 

 

December 3, 2022 Saturday morning, Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project  - Snow Snakes – Mike Knudson 

 

December 20, 2022 Tuesday evening, Whittle-In, 7:00-9 PM 

Project - Snow Snakes  - Mike Knutson 

 

January 7, 2023 Saturday morning, Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project - Eric Gaasland – Whale Tale 

 

January 17, 2023 Tuesday evening, Whittle-In, 7:00-9 PM 

Project- Eileen Heihn - Acorn 
 

January 28, 2023 Winter Celebration – Hillside Park – 8am – 11pm 

Special Project Part #1– Warren Schlect – Bookworm, carving 
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February 4, 2023 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Saturday morning, Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project by Bob Pedigo – love spoon 

 

February 21, 2023 Tuesday evening, Whittle-In, 7:00-9 PM 

Special Project Part #2– Warren Schlect & Becky Weisgerber 

– Bookworm, painting 

 

  March 4, 2023 Saturday morning, Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project by Cliff Orgaard - Gouge Chip Carving 

 

  March 21, 2023 Tuesday evening, Whittle-In, 7:00-9 PM 

Project by Becky Weisgerber - Relief carving (Peter Fallingsbe 

carving panels) 

 

  April 1, 2023 Saturday morning, Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 

Project by Mitch Olson - Hillbilly 

 

  April 18, 2023 Tuesday evening, Whittle-In, 7:00-9 PM 

 Project by Marlene Moser - Chip carving 

 

  May 6, 2023 Saturday morning, Monthly meeting 8:30-10:30 AM 
Project by 

 

May 16, 2023 Tuesday evening, Whittle-In, 7:00-9PM 
Project by 

 

June 2023 Clara Yonker would like to host a soap stone carving class 

at her lot in Mandan – west of Fox Island – special event! 
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President: Becky Barnes 

 

President elect: Cliff Orgaard  

Secretary: Diane Lehman Turck  

Membership: Doug Smith  

Librarian: Todd Englestad  

Newsletter Editor: Tom Turck 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers 

September 3rd, 2022  

Because Labor Day is Monday, and so this is a holiday 

weekend, there will be no meeting on Saturday.  Enjoy 

time with your family and friends, or just relax. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

September 20th, 2022 Whittle-In  

September 20th was a delightful Whittle-In.  Becky Barnes had blanks for a Dala 

Dino and for a shelf sitting flamingo.  The dinosaur looks like a Parasaurolophus 

which is a genus of hadrosaur or duck-billed dinosaur.  With the large crest on 

their heads they are thought to be one of the loudest dinosaurs, and a group plant 

eating dinosaurs that had developed a mechanism for effective chewing.  They 

could walk upright or on four feet and lived in the Late Cretacious.  They died out 

with the mass extinction event about 66 million years ago.  These fellows today 

have red Dala colors, a bridal and a fashionable saddle. 



6 
 

The flamingo shelf sitter has a body which stays upon the shelf and dangling 

beaded legs and webbed feet.  The “S” curve in his neck probably adds to the 

weight on the shelf side of the bird.  The legs can be moved about.  Except for the 

expressive legs, the shelf sitter has the aspect of a flamingo, but they are filter 

feeders, and  eat with their  bills turned  upside down.  Born gray  or white they get  

 

                                                    A dinosaur template 

 

                                                   A colorful Dala Dinosaur 
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The shelf part of the flamingo 

their color from shrimp and other food in their diet.  There are only six species of 

flamingos, four in the Americas.  A group of them together is called a 

flamboyance. Becky B also brought Show and Tell items. Two pieces of different 

wood shaped like North Dakota with cross stitched hearts, one maroon and pink 

and one in shades of blue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  Cross-stitch hearts in North Dakota maps 
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                                The shelf sitting flamingo with beaded legs 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Applefest at Buckstop Junction, September 24-25 

This is the 16th year of the annual Applefest.  It has grown into one of the largest 

sources of income for the Bismarck Cancer Center patient services.  Donations 

contribute about 97 cents of each dollar back to the Cancer center.  At Applefest, 

there are events for the family as well as vendors and food booths.  Entertainers 

like Milo Hatzenbuler and Herlof Huso were there to brighten the day with their 

acts and songs.   

Our demonstration booth was next to the blacksmith shop.  Many of the public 

came by to visit.  Apples showed in abundance throughout the village.  Some 

people who stopped by were interested in coming to the Show in October.  Mike 

was, of course, around as were Clara, Becky B, Eric G, Warren, Bob P and Bob F.  

The days were nice but a little breezy and cool, and sweaters were a good addition 

to wardrobes.  Families walked along the street looking in at the blacksmith shop 

and listening to the music.  People stopped at our booth and remarked on the 

different carvings.  We talked about the October Show and invited visitors to come 

and see it. 

 

                                                  Working at the booth 

 



10 
 

 

 

                              Our sign, apples, and the blacksmith shop 
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October 1st, 2022, Pre-Show Meeting 

Not many people participated at this meeting because it was to get ready for the 

October Fall Show. Present, were Bob P, Becky S, Becky W, Eric G and Cliff. 

Doug E talked with Todd who was working on the library, and a new member, 

Latoya was enjoying the antics of the evening. Becky W brought a 2023 Class 

Schedule for the Milan Village Arts School to share.  Eric was upset since he goes 

to classes there as well, and he had not received his copy yet. Discussion focused 

on the upcoming show. We rented the Jaycee Leadership Hall for Friday during the 

day, and the Radisson for the Saturday evening meal. Whereas the Quality Inn will 

again be the venue for the potluck dinner on Friday, because they did such a decent 

job in previous years.  The Master Session, the Dala Horse course and the Broom 

Lessons are all a little light attendance which is too bad.  Tom signed up for the 

Master Class; however, he will miss a few hours on Saturday for the VFW 

meeting, but that should work out.  

 

                          The Milan Arts School Schedule for 2023 
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This year we will have a Silent Auction. The club has received donations of 

premium carving tools and other valuable associated wood carving supplies. Many 

contributions came from Klaes Welch and Dan Chaussee. Half of the auction 

donations will be laid out and displayed on Saturday with bid sheets and the other 

half on Sunday. They will be at tables in the back of the room and tables filling 

spaces along the wall. Gynnel Torgeson may bring some of Ron’s belongings 

during the weekend as well.   

Lawn signs were passed out. They don’t have the dates printed on them, just note 

Saturday and Sunday so if you put them up on Monday of the week of the Show. 

And they are also good for any year. For the weekend, Bob P has ordered lunches 

from Dan’s.  Our two newest Flickertail members work at Dan’s.  

Besides selling raffle tickets at the main table inside the door, we will be offering 

Flickertail Woodcarving items including shirts, caps, tumblers, patches, and 

stickers. The last two Flickertail commemorative knives will be held back to be 

raffled at some future special occasion.  

 

                                        Cliff’s Buckthorn spoon 
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                                                   Cliff’s other set of spoons 

Besides the Milan Class Schedule, several people brought Show and Tell. Cliff has 

a lovely spoon from Buckthorn. He acquired the blank from Karen Henderson in 

Wahpeton.  It is so glossy that the sun shines in it. He created two other spoons as 

a salad set made in a beautiful tone of cedar.  

Bob P, who can now carve bison in his sleep, came with a cow and a calf. He had 

not carved a calf before and wanted to try one. It is a cute little thing. The female 

has a shaggy upper body coat and beard, and her horns darkened. The calf 

unfinished and is getting short hair over his body starting with his back and 

shoulders. 

Becky W came with samples of a whisk broom and a full-size broom. Her class 

will complete a whisk or turkey-tail broom on Saturday, and a larger broom on 

Sunday. The larger broom has a hook on the shaft from a removed branch for 

hanging on the wall. Eric G and Nuala proceeded to try and fly their brooms and 

Becky B got Nuala in mid-flight.  
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                                               Cow and calf bison pair 

 

                                               Becky with homemade broom 
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                                          Eric preparing for takeoff 

 

                                                     Nuala in flight 
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Monthly Meeting Minutes for Flickertail Woodcarvers 

October 1st, 2022  

Call to Order by President Becky Barnes               Saturday October 1st, 2022 

 7 members present including Latoya, a new member 

  

Secretary’s Report 

 

The secretary’s report was in May and not reported 

in the October meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

$8,991.94 with all bills paid.  Some checks not yet deposited. 

 

Committee Reports 

Project – (Warren) The book worm project will take two sessions with a cap 

on the class number and preference given to new carvers.  One of the 

sessions may be on a Wednesday. 

Membership (Doug Smith):  we’re sitting at around 60 members.  Latoya 

and Brittany just signed up and are taking the Dala Horse class in the 

October Show. 

Programs (Dale Heglund): Winter Celebration will be on January 28.  

Becky B will send out more information.  

At the October Show, Herb Johnston supplies the tools, sharpener and books 

and magazines.  Joe Jewett provides the wood and Bob Lawrence will have 

new tools and gloves available for sale. 

About 10 carvers are in the cottonwood bark house carving, six are 

registered for the Dala Horse and 8 have signed up for the broom making 

class.  We ordered meals. 
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Publicity & Property Lawn signs were passed out for the October Show, 

Becky B will drop a line to news outlets.  Bob P reports that our number of 

regular carvers for the show is down to about 20.   

A silent auction will take place for items belonging to Klaes Welch, Dan 

Chaussee and others.   There are 53 pages of things. 

We have shirts both old and new, caps, tumblers, patches, stickers and 

knives.  The knives are special and cost for $35 to members and $50 to non-

members.  There are only three knives remaining. 

Library (Todd Englestad):  has taken an inventory of all the books and 2 are 

missing.  One is to an unknown borrower and the other is to Ron Torgeson.  

Todd will also be addressing gaps in what we have in subjects, such as knife 

sharpening. 

Historian (Clara Yonker):  NA 

Facebook (Eric Gaasland, Dale Heglund):  up to date. We have a link where 

you can purchase the items for sale. 

Website (Becky Barnes):  up to date. 

Old Business 

Library Display (Bob P): The display is up and very well done.  It centers 

around past projects and the librarians have arranged them to show off 

carving at its best. 

Organizational Learning Bob P went to a 4H group ranging in age from 4 

or 5 to 15 and showed them what you could do with carving.  Like scouts 

and other groups, 4H can earn points through doing projects such as learning 

how to carve. 

Doug E has talked with a homeschool coordinator about teaching a class in 

carving and Eric G mentioned the Boy Scouts and their badge for carving.   

For some of these organizations, they have insurance to cover mishaps but 

it’s a subject we should pursue before taking on some of these groups.  

Discussion was tabled until November.   
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New Business 

BSC Class Last year Becky had 12 students with 4 on a waiting list. It was 

taught for only 3 classes.  Do we want to teach on weekends?  Some people 

who stop at our demonstration booths mention that they are from out of town 

and coming in during the week presents problems. 

Beginners Class Like last year we will have the ability to take students for 

the first four lessons before they commit to the second part.  That worked 

out well.  Teens again can take part with an adult to supervise them. 

Show and Tell:   

Becky W brought the class schedule for 2023 from the Milan Village Arts 

School in Milan, Mn.   

Cliff O received a blank buckthorn from Karen Henderson in a Wahpeton 

Class and made a beautiful spoon.  He also created a spoon set out of cedar.   

Bob P has been executing bison for some time and has them for sale in the 

Heritage Center.  He hadn’t made a bison cow and calf, though, so he is 

working on that.  The calf looks dear.  

Becky W also came with a broom which has a hook from a removed side 

branch.  Nuala and Eric G tried to see who could fly best with it. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Annual Flickertail Woodcarving Show 

October 8th and 9th, 2022, Bismarck Public Schools, Career Academy 

Although the show is listed as the 8th and 9th of October, it began with the Master 

Carving Class on the 7th, Friday morning, taught by Andy and Aaron Mayer.  They 

were showing a group of Flickertails how to create a cottonwood bark house on a 
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branch.  It was being held at the Jaycee Leadership Hall at the Jaycee Centennial 

Park at 321 E. Century Ave. The building is heated for year-round use and has a 

concrete floor for easy sweeping of wood chips. As always with projects of this 

type, one area was set apart with donuts, cookies, breads, and other sweets. Tables 

were arranged in a horseshoe shape, and after a basic explanation of how to 

proceed, the project began.  Each participant received a block of cottonwood cut 

down the middle and a branch.  Once the class started, the brothers went around 

and helped the members, answering their questions. The group worked all morning 

and again after a lunch break.  It was more difficult than it first appeared. 

 

 

             Two halves of a cottonwood bark block 



20 
 

 

                                                              Aaron explaining a point to Troy 

 

                   Andy and Bob P discussing the halves 
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                                         Warren sanding an area of the cottonwood piece 

 

                              Cliff deciding where to cut next 
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That evening, the Quality Inn personnel set up Room E for us to hold our Friday 

potluck dinner before the weekend’s show. It is an enjoyable time to interact with 

members from Bismarck, who brought the food but also with people coming from 

outside Bismarck, who shared it. Herb and CJ brought a vegetable tray to add to 

the mix. In one corner of the rectangular room was a first table holding coffee and 

tea, and two other tables going into the corner and then two tables down the wall. 

They held the main dishes, side dishes, salads, and dessert. Perpendicularly, down 

both long walls were three tables having six chairs each. Before the party was over, 

members and guests occupied all available chairs and we had to borrow some from 

elsewhere. People mostly sat around the tables or stood in small groups. Visitors 

included Aaron and Andy Mayer, Alan Pearson, Bob Lawrence, and Herb and CJ 

Johnston. Nuala thought that the amount of food was amazing, calling it the 

FEAST, and I have to say, the food was plentiful and delicious, and the 

conversations were engaging. Everyone contributing did a wonderful job. Eric G 

and Becky W helped with setup, but Becky could not stay.  Others helped as well. 

The staff at the Quality Inn, too, were helpful in getting tubs of ice in which to cool 

some  of the salads and  

 

                                                      Some of the bounty 



23 
 

 

                                      Getting ready to line up for supper 

 

                                                            First helpings 
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desserts. One of the cordial things about the Quality Inn is that there is a bar just 

down the hall for people who want something in addition to, or other than, coffee 

or water.  At the end of the evening everyone was satiated and set for the morning. 

The next morning, at 7:30am, many Flickertails were waiting for the door to the 

Career Academy to open. Unlike last year when it rained heavily, this year was just 

chilly.  The room was arranged the same as last year. Tables formed two rectangles 

with chairs on the inside for demonstrators to sit and walkways on the other sides 

for visitors to walk in the afternoon. Inside each of the rectangles, other tables were 

set as workstations. In the center of one rectangle, Aaron and Andy were 

continuing their instruction. In the other Eric Gaasland was teaching a class on 

Dala Horses, their manufacture and painting. The outside of the two rectangles and 

the opening between them held display tables by various individuals. 

The opposite side of the walkway at the front of the room was set up with 

flickertail items for sale, the raffle prizes and the wheel holding the sold tickets. 

Towards the end of the walkway, was a third workstation for Becky Weisgerber 

teaching broom making. On the wide passages, adjacent to the outside wall, was 

Joe Jewitt selling wood and Bob Lawrence selling carving tools. On the back wall 

were Doug Emerson with his variety of carving projects, and Herb and CJ Johnson 

offering knives, antler artifacts, books, a tool sharpener, and other interesting 

items. Along the corridor of the final wall were several tables with items and sheets 

of paper advertising silent auction items.  This was also the location for picking up 

lunch.  

The morning passed quickly. Andy and Aaron gave advice and guidance to the 

people working on the cottonwood bark houses. Some participants had gotten half 

of their houses ready. Eric G started with one of the types of Dala Horses and 

showed the group how to carve it. Two of the group were new members and they 

caught on quickly. Older members, such as Dale and Alvin, for instance knew 

about creating the first Dala carving. Meanwhile Becky W showed how to 

assemble a whisk broom with sorghum and colorful nylon rope for tying. She has 

added clamps for the brooms that lay them flat for cutting and a board for 

tightening the nylon thread to the broom. The class carefully followed her 

instruction and by lunch everyone had made progress in their projects.  
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                    Herb drawing and Cliff cutting 

 

                                                          Todd working with a pencil 
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                        One half of a house partially done 

 

                                                            Alvin carving a Dala Horse 
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                                   Mitch in concentration 

 

                                                                      Sharing a laugh 
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                                 Becky W’s class working on whisk brooms 

 

                                       Rick and Alan cutting the broomcorn 
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                                                         Colorful nylon 

We had lunch brought in from Dan’s. Large sandwiches and a bowl of soup. Good 

and very filling. The servers that conveyed the food were interested in the Dala 

carving class. The two new members work at the store and their friends thought 

they might join as well. One of the things people were doing during lunch and 

before visitors came in was to peruse the table with the silent auction items. 

Featured were very-good tools and other carving items, and bidding was intense on 

some items that went for premium cost. A steady stream of visitors came to look at 

all the exhibits in the afternoon, but they did not seem as many as last year.  Still, 

those who came had a fun time, asked questions, and a few were curious about 

taking classes. In the late afternoon, the auction closed, and the highest bidders 

collected and paid for their items. A second auction was held on Sunday.  
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                            Items on the auction table 

 

                                          Doug E talking with a visitor 
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                 Andy Mayer and his wonderful cottonwood bark creations 

 

                                            Troy and Joe discussing wood 
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                       Alvin showing a father and son how to sharpen a tool 

At around 5:30 pm everyone gathered in a dining room at the Radisson for dinner 

to celebrate the show and thank the Master Class teachers, Aaron, and Andy 

Mayer. Aside from a change in room assignments, the dinner went off without a 

hitch and the food was good. Becky B spoke about how the club was doing and the 

upcoming events.  The Flickertails are doing quite well.  

Aaron and Andy took turns speaking about their lives and how they got into 

carving. Their uncle and aunt were present, and their uncle made a joke about 

Andy when he was a little boy that got everyone laughing. It was nice that Andy 

and Aaron had previously lived in Bismarck and still had relatives here that they 

could stay with and visit.  

As with most gatherings, we held a gift exchange. The gift Cliff gave was the 

beautiful spoon he made in Wahpeton. The other exchanges were for items not at 

the dinner. Recipients could choose a gift from the carvings the giver had at his 

exhibit table the next day. 
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                                        Becky B speaking at the dinner 

 

                 Aaron and Andy taking turns talking about their careers 
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The next morning, 7:30 am came early. Thankfully, there was still a table replete 

with doughnuts, cookies, and bread for breakfast.  Others were busy fixing coffee. 

All morning, from 8-11:15am, the three classes worked on their projects. Most of 

the cottonwood bark carvers were completing the second half of their house. Then 

they would be able to attach the house to their branch.   

The Dala Horse group were starting on their second horse. One of the new 

students, Brittany, had Eric show her how to wood burn and paint the new carving.  

One of the exhibitors, Alan Pearson, had several rosemaled carvings on his table.  

We will need instruction in that technique in the future for the Dala Horses.  The 

broom makers were starting on their full-size brooms.  While the other two classes 

sat in chairs, making brooms was more demanding physically, and participants 

were often standing. 

Lunch was again from Dan’s. The auction table was busy over lunch with people 

looking at the things to bid on.  Gynnel brought some things from Ron T for free-

will offerings.  

 

           Part of the Master Class working on the second part of the house 
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            The others in the Master Class doing the same 

 

                    The green horse in front of Eric is the type of the other Dala Horse  
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          Examples of Rosemaling on the horses and plate 

 

                                       Jen struggling with a beginning broom 
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                                         Michal tying her broom down 

 

                                  Karen getting some advice from Becky W 
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After lunch, more visitors came through than yesterday. Between Saturday and 

Sunday, we had several people sign-up to take beginner classes.  At quiet moments 

in the afternoon, the students in the cottonwood bark class attached their whimsical 

houses to their branches. They had made small ladders to access the homes from 

the base. 

The broom making group worked on various aspects of the skills they had learned. 

By the time they were done, there were turkey tail brooms, pot scrubbers, small 

whisk brooms and house size brooms. 

We also had a collector of old wood carver carvings arrive in the afternoon and set 

up a table next to Clara. He had samples of older carvers whose products are quite 

interesting and expensive. There were trolls and other items by Otto Sveen of 

Norway. Flat plane carver Ole the Hermit showed carvings of regular people like a 

blacksmith, a woman knitting and a man with a pitchfork, He was born in Norway 

but eventually hailed from Litchville and Valley City. Another carver modeled 

miniature ducks.  There were quite a variety of things that were fun to peruse. 

 

                             Marlene putting finishing touches on her house 
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                   Bob P attaching his house to a branch 

 

                                                                  Otto Sveen’s trolls 
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                                   Some of Ole the Hermit’s figurines 

 

                                                          Miniature ducks 
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                                              Other collectable carvings 

 

                   The Master’s Class with their cottonwood bark whimsies 
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We ended the auction earlier on Sunday so that the raffle prizes could be picked 

up. The raffle numbers were drawn and almost all winners were known to at least 

one person.  Becky W and Eric G tabulated the money from the raffle, auction and 

free will offerings and gave it to Warren, our treasurer. 

Everyone put away their tools, packed up their display items and loaded them into 

their cars. After an intense couple of days members did not dawdle in the parking 

lot. In no time at all, the room was empty as we had found it Saturday morning.  

The Career Academy employees came as we were leaving and began cleaning the 

room. And so ended our Flickertail Show for 2022.  

__________________________________________________________________ 

October 18th, 2022, Pelicans by Larry Graf 

About 21 people attended the Whittle-In. The group was split between new 

members learning to carve a Christmas tree, and those working on Larry Graf’s 

pelican. People with the Christmas tree were working diligently and, while 

everyone’s trees were individual, they all followed the instructions well.  Six of 

them were parents and their children. Two fathers, their sons and a mother and 

daughter.  Two of the women work at Dan’s Food Store, and one of them 

discovered wood carving when she delivered our lunches at the Fall Show.  

Larry brought in blanks and directions copied from Woodcarving Illustrated. He 

had three examples to use as well. One painted in contrasting colors of gray. 

Another was butternut with insect holes riddling it. And the third was regular 

basswood. 

Pelicans have a long bill, with a throat pouch on the underside of the bill. This sack 

is formed by the mandible and tongue muscles which expand the pouch into a 

basket shape for catching fish. The bird drains the pouch before swallowing its 

prey. Their diet consists primarily of fish, but can include amphibians, crustations, 

insects, other birds, and mammals. A few species cannibalize chicks of their own 

kind.  First described by Carl Linnaeus in 1758, the oldest known fossils are from 

Egypt and date to the late Eocene, around 38 to 34 million years ago. Pelican 

origins are thought to have arisen in the Old World and later spread to the New 

World.                                               
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Pelicans live in groups along inland and coastal waterways as well as lakes and 

rivers.  They include eight species with four having white plumage and nesting on 

the ground and four showing brown or gray feathers and nesting in trees.  Over 

time, however, scientists have determined that nesting preference is related more to 

the size of the bird than feathers or species. 

Besides carving pelicans, Mike was here with a bundle of pine wood sticks to 

fashion into snakes. Later this year, there will be sessions where we make snakes 

for the public schools.  

 

 

                               RayAnn and Jana starting to carve 
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                                             River cutting his tree 

 

                                    Tristan’s tree is taking shape… 
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                                                                      So is Gretchen’s 

 

                                                  In the beginning of the evening… 
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                                       Towards the end 

 

                      Alvin outlining his plans for his pelican 
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                                                                    Starting to whittle 

 

                          Eileen shaping the end of the bird 
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                                                        Marlene carving her pelican 

 

                        A bundle of pre-form snakes 
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                                                       Mike with the head of a snake 

__________________________________________________________________ 


